PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.

Members Present

Mayor Paul Skrede, Public Works Supervisor Jerry Hudlow, John Menzel, Teresa Pendleton, Police Chief Cory Johnson, City Administrator Dana Young

Members Absent

 Jon Monson

Dyke William’s Letter

The Committee reviewed an email from Dyke Williams, 3725 Parkway, complaining about the speeding of cars, trucks and ATV’s using the St. Louis Bay boat ramp.  

Police Chief Johnson noted that ATV’s are becoming a much more popular vehicle and suggested that they probably should be regulated like snowmobiles.  He added that he felt that most of the traffic down at the lake seems to be responsible.

Paul Skrede noted that the majority of the traffic in this area were neighbors.

Police Chief Johnson stated that his Department monitors the traffic off of the lake pretty closely and he has heard few, if any, complaints regarding the speeding of vehicles in this area.

Motion by Chief Johnson to recommend that the use and operation of ATV’s should be regulated similar to the current City’s regulation of snowmobiles.  Seconded by Jerry Hudlow.  Motion carried 6-0.

Other

Police Chief Johnson stated that he had received a request from Barbarajean Brandt to limit parking to one side of Northern Road due to the number of kids in the neighborhood and the number of vehicles parked along Northern Road.  

General discussion was held on whether there would be any benefit in restricting parking on Northern Road.

The Committee recommended inviting Barbarajean Brandt to next month’s meeting to discuss her concerns in more detail.

The Safety Committee adjourned on a motion by Dana Young, seconded by Cory Johnson.  Motion carried 6-0.

Old Building Sewer Ordinance

Dana Young stated that this ordinance had been presented for Committee review last month and several minor changes were recommended.  He stated that the ordinance has been redrafted for final review.

Paul Skrede stated that he felt the proposed language on capping the discontinued building sewers at the property line was confusing.

Further discussion was held on whether it wouldn’t make more sense to simply require a new sewer line for each new building.  Paul Skrede stated that it would be a minimal hardship to require a property owner to install a new private sewer line to service a new home.

Jerry Hudlow added that the city of Minnetonka also requires a new service line for each new building and the city of Shorewood requires a new service line unless the property owner can demonstrate that the line is in good condition.

Motion by Jerry Hudlow to recommend the adoption of Ordinance No. 10-06, Entitled Sewer System Regulations, as amended to require a new private sewer line in connection with new buildings.  Seconded by John Menzel.  Motion carried 4-0.

Sanitary Sewer Maintenance Policy

Dana Young presented a Sanitary Sewer Maintenance Policy for Committee review.

Paul Skrede noted under the Section entitled Routine Sewer Line Maintenance it states that “Lift stations will be inspected weekly when meters are read”.  He stated that he would like to utilize the computer program on the lift stations to automatically read the meters thereby saving the Public Works Department approximately 6 manhours per week.  He requested that staff contact Quality Flow to set up the information needed to have the meters automatically read.

Motion by Dana Young to recommend the adoption of the Sanitary Sewer Maintenance Policy as amended.  Seconded by John Menzel.  Motion carried 4-0.

Street Sweeping Policy

Dana Young presented a Street Sweeping Policy for Committee review.

Discussion was held on the costs and benefits of the City acquiring its own street sweeper.  Paul Skrede asked Jerry Hudlow to obtain some cost information on sweepers for Committee review next month.

Motion by Dana Young to recommend the adoption of the Street Sweeping Policy.  Seconded by John Menzel.  Motion carried 4-0.

Storm Water Management Plan

Dana Young stated that a Storm Water Management Plan is required by MN State Statute 103B.235 and City Engineer David Martini has provided an estimate to provide engineering services to develop a Storm Water Management Plan in the amount of $8,550.

Paul Skrede asked to review copies of plans that Bolton & Menk have prepared for other communities.

Paddle Park Improvements

Dana Young stated that the City Council authorized plans & specifications for landscaping at Paddle Park last Monday.  He stated that the following projects are scheduled to be completed by the Public Works Department prior to the landscaping improvements:

· Identify dead trees to be removed

· Remove old wood chips behind court

· Remove old silt fencing & clean up miscellaneous debris and signage near Sand/Salt Shed

· Install two benches and a Park Sign

· Platform Court – remove 14 existing screens & paint superstructure

· benches and a Park Sign

· Platform Court – remove 14 existing screen panels & paint superstructure

Mechanical Shop Roof Repair

Discussion was held on the need to repair the roof above the Mechanical Shop.  A 2007 bid from Aldo Inc. was reviewed in the amount of $8,340.00.

The Committee recommended that staff obtain three bids for the repair of the roof.

Bridge Repair Update

Paul Skrede stated a meeting had been held with Hennepin County Engineer Bernie Jahns earlier today on the repair of the pier caps on the Vine Hill Bridge.  He stated that Mr. Jahns agreed to have the County crew come back out to finish up the concrete work at no cost to the City.  In addition, he added that Mr. Jahns would provide the City with a cost estimate on repainting the bridge steel.

Other
Discussion was held on the possibility of using the hockey rink for the storage of public works materials during the summer months.  Paul Skrede stated that the rink could be constructed with a bituminous or concrete overlay to improve the surface for hockey and for the storage of material.  He requested staff contact the city of Minnetonka for the cost of constructing the hockey rink at a park near Groveland School.

Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Dana Young, seconded by Jerry Hudlow.  Motion carried 4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Works & Safety Committee will be held on Wednesday, April 2, 2008. 

