PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, January 4, 2012

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.

Members Present

Mayor Paul Skrede, Police Chief Cory Johnson, Jon Monson, John Menzel, Jeff Kask and City Administrator Dana Young

Also in Attendance

City Engineer David Martini, Joe Litman
Vine Hill Bridge Design Elements

City Engineer David Martini and Joe Litman were present to obtain feedback on certain design elements of the Vine Hill Bridge.

Joe Litman presented a bridge design that included a 105’ single span, pre-stressed bridge, with an abutting 8” wide sidewalk, which would be elevated above the deck of the bridge.  Two designs were discussed – one matching the existing road width and the second including a third turn lane for northbound traffic turning left onto Minnetonka Blvd.  Discussion was held on the potential benefits and costs of installing a third lane as a turn lane.  Benefits of the turn lane included addressing any additional traffic in the future and substantially reducing traffic buildup for northbound traffic turning left on Minnetonka Blvd.  Costs included widening Minnetonka Blvd to account for the additional 12’ width of the bridge.
Further discussion was held on the design alternatives for a rural vs. urban bridge, which principally involved the installation of gutters.  Joe Litman recommended an urban bridge with gutters in order to avoid the necessity of widening the bridge.

Further discussion was held on bridge railing designs.  Joe Litman explained that State Bridge Funding would pay for a standard railing that costs approximately $100 per foot and the cost for a more decorative design railing over and above 4100 per foot would be at the cost of the City.  It was the general consensus of the Committee to recommend a more decorative railing abutting the sidewalk with a standard railing on the traffic side of the bridge.  Further discussion was held on options to alleviate sightlines for traffic at the intersection of Minnetonka Blvd and Vine Hill Road.

Further discussion was held on whether to include any ornamental features along the sides of the bridge.  The Committee recommended that ornamental features were not an essential feature and that the bridge could simply be painted with a surface finish color.

Joe Litman stated that he would incorporate these design elements and cost options for the City Council to consider at a Special Council meeting on at 5:30 p.m. on February 6th.

Vine Hill Bridge Preliminary Design Schedule
The Committee discussed and revised the following Vine Hill Bridge Preliminary Design Schedule:

Task










Week of
Council Meeting to Discuss Project Scope





Oct. 17, 2011

Site Survey & Mapping Completed






Nov. 14, 2011

Preliminary Alignment & Option Study Completed




Dec. 5, 2011

Public Works Committee Bridge Design Options Discussion


Jan. 4, 2012
Geotechnical Borings and Report Completed





Jan. 9, 2012

Option and Alignment Study Refinement Completed



Jan. 9, 2012

Council / Public Meeting to Present and Discuss Options



Feb. 6, 2012

Finalize Structure Type, Aesthetics and Road Improvements


Feb. 13, 2012

Council / Public Meeting to Present Final Recommendation



Mar. 5, 2012

Preliminary Bridge Plan Submittal to City, County, MnDOT


Mar. 19, 2012

Preliminary Bridge Approval (MnDOT)





Apr. 9, 2012

Final Bridge and Road Plan Submittal to City, County, MnDOT


Jun. 11, 2012

Final Bridge and Grading Plan Approval (MnDOT)




Jul. 9, 2012

Authorization to Proceed with Bidding (Contingent on State Bridge

Jul. 16, 2012

Bond Fund availability)

Bid Letting 








Approx. 24 days after Adv.












     for Bid
Construction Duration








Est. 4.5 Months

Other
There were no other items discussed.
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by John Menzel, seconded by Jeff Kask.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Works & Safety Committee will be held on Wednesday, February 1, 2012.

