DEEPHAVEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2014

MINUTES

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Mayor Paul Skrede called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mayor Paul Skrede, Council members Steve Erickson, Darel Gustafson, Keith Kask, 

and Josh Hackney

STAFF:
Police Chief Cory Johnson and City Administrator Dana Young

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilmember Hackney to approve the Consent Agenda, consisting of the following items:

A. Approve February 3, 2014 Regular Council Minutes & February 25, 2014 Special Council Minutes
B. Approve Verifieds

C. Approve 2014 Street Sweeping Bid

D. Approve 2014 Street Striping Bid

E. Approve January 2014 Treasurer’s Report       

F. Reappoint Scott Ferguson to Park Committee

G. Approve 2014 Park Committee Chair & Vice-Chair

H. Approve 2014 Consumption & Display (Set-Up) Permit for Mtka Yacht Club

Seconded by Councilmember Kask.  Motion carried 5-0.

4. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR
There were no Matters from the Floor this evening.

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
A.
Public Hearing to receive public comment regarding the City of Deephaven’s Storm

Water Pollution Prevention Program.  Comments will be included in the City’s annual report to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

Administrator Young stated that one of the main requirements of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) is to hold an annual hearing to solicit public comments on the plan.  He noted that the City has contracted with Bolton & Menk to submit the City’s Application for Reauthorization for our Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System General Permit and the permit has been accepted by the MPCA and its approval is pending a thirty day public comment period.
Mayor Skrede opened the public hearing for public comments.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Skrede closed the public hearing.

6. NEW BUSINESS
A.
Approve Application for a 1 day Temporary On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License
Administrator Young stated that the Lake Minnetonka Sailing School is requesting a Permit for a 1 

Day Temporary On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for a fundraising event to be held on Saturday,

June 7, 2014 from 6:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. on Lighthouse Island.  He stated that Section 470.03 of the

City Code allows for the issuance of a one day permit to any club or charitable, religious or other non
-profit corporation that has existed for at least three years.  

Chrisy Hughes, 19960 Lakeview Drive, event organizer and LMSS Board Member, was present to

represent the Lake Minnetonka Sailing School in this request.  She stated that this will be the second
consecutive year that a fundraising event has been held on the island.  She stated that she expects approximately 200 people to attend with the intent to raise funds for capital improvements.  She stated that a similar event was held last year that went well without incident.
Mayor Skrede noted that the Vine Hill Bridge will be under construction at this time which might make parking and travel to the event more difficult.

Chrisy Hughes stated that the current parking plan is for guests to park at Deephaven Elementary School and for a shuttle to take them to Park Avenue.

Mayor Skrede further noted that parking along Minnetonka Blvd across from the Carson’s Bay launch might also be used for construction traffic.

Councilmember Hackney recommended that the Sailing school consider relocating the parking to the public parking lot at Chowen’s Corner.

Police Chief Johnson stated that a police officer will be scheduled to be at the event from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Motion by Councilmember Hackney to approve an Application and Permit for a 1 Day Temporary

On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for the Lake Minnetonka Sailing School for Saturday, June 7,

2014, subject to receiving a current Certificate of Liability Insurance.  Seconded by Councilmember
Kask.  Motion carried 5-0.

B.
Other
Councilmember Hackney stated that he would like to recognize our public works crew for their outstanding snow plowing efforts.  He stated that our city streets are in noticeably better condition than the streets in other cities.
Councilmember Erickson added that the crew did a very good job recently in re-scrapping Northome Boulevard.

Mayor Skrede stated that the winter conditions have been a real challenge for the crew this year.  He stated that there might be a discussion on snow removal at intersections at the Public Work Committee meeting later this week.

7.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.
Discuss Prohibiting Dogs at Deephaven Beach

Administrator Young stated that Pat Paul (19100 Highland Avenue) was present at the January 6, 2014 Council meeting under Matters from the Floor to request that the City Council consider banning dogs at Deephaven Beach.  He stated that Pat Paul swims at the beach daily and she sited several examples of individuals letting their dogs run at large at the beach and continual problems with having to clean up after the dogs.

He stated that in response to Ms. Paul’s request, this matter was brought up for further discussion at the January 8, 2014 Public Works Committee meeting.  At that meeting, primarily due to Police Chief Johnson’s belief that the enforcement of dogs running at large at Deephaven Beach would be easier if they were prohibited from entering the beach area, the Public Works Committee recommended that the City Council consider the feasibility of prohibiting dogs at Deephaven Beach.  

He stated that this issue was also considered by the Deephaven Park Committee at their February 11, 2014 meeting.  The Park Committee recommended keeping the walkway through Deephaven Beach open to individuals walking their dogs while acknowledging that stricter enforcement of dogs running at large at the beach would be needed.  In essence, the Park Committee felt that this is such a beautiful area for walking your dog and they felt reluctant to prohibit dogs from using the walkway.

He stated that Section 510.03 subd. 1(b) of the Deephaven City Code prohibits dogs from entering upon any public beach.  However, dogs have been permitted on this walkway through Deephaven Beach under the interpretation that the walkway is not the public beach portion of Deephaven Beach.  

He stated that potential options could include:

· Amending the ordinance to prohibit dogs from entering upon any portion of a public beach area.

· Providing stricter police enforcement.

· Installing additional signs at the beach that more specifically addressing dogs at large and cleaning up after your pet, combined with additional Newsletter and Webpage articles.
· Hiring a part-time Community Service Officer to assist with enforcement at the beach.

Councilmember Gustafson stated that the extent of this problem is in the eye of the beholder.  He stated that there is a natural pathway at Deephaven Beach and it is ludicrous to not allow people to use it.  He stated that he swims almost every night and has yet to see a dog problem at the beach.  He stated that he doesn’t see this as a major issue and doesn’t want to spend money on hiring a CSO or ask the police to increase their patrolling of the beach.

Police Chief Johnson stated that he believes it would be easier to enforce if dogs are prohibited at the beach but noted that enforcement is still an issue.  He stated that this is really a safety and health issue and every year his department gets numerous calls about dogs running at large.  He stated that Deephaven Beach is a very narrow area requiring people to sit on both the beach and grass.

Councilmember Erickson stated that he doesn’t go to Deephaven Beach very much and typically goes to Robinson’s Bay Beach.  He stated that there are similar issues at both beaches.  He stated that, on occasion, there is dog waste at Robinson’s Bay Beach and you simply pick it up and throw it away.  He agreed that it is ludicrous to prohibit dogs and that this would not stop dogs from running at large anyway.

Mayor Skrede stated that while banning dogs at the beach would be sad, there seems to be a lack of civility in regards to cleaning up after your pet.  He stated that he has seen dog feces right under the post holding the mutt mitt container.  He stated that he would be willing to have a CSO down at the beach in the early morning for a few weeks during the summer months to send a message.  He stated that every now and then we have to close the beach due to high levels of Escherichia coli and he would be embarrassed if that happened due to dog waste.

Councilmember Gustafson stated that tolerance runs both ways.  He stated that he would like to know how many dogs are down at the beach and how many of those are actually causing a problem.

Mayor Skrede stated that he is hoping to be proactive so that the problem goes away.  He stated that having a CSO down at the beach for a few weeks during the summer would be a proactive approach.  He added that the Police Chief could determine the schedule for the CSO.

Councilmember Kask concurred that dogs shouldn’t be on the sand portion of the beach anyway.

C.
Other
Councilmember Gustafson stated the during the discussion of Conditional Use Permits at the last Planning Commission meeting, a question was asked about the status of the height ordinance.

Mayor Skrede asked staff to report to the Council as to whether all the pieces of the height ordinance have been adopted.

8.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A. Police Department
Police Chief Johnson briefly discussed the February Incident Reports, stated that the Annual Report will be presented next month, and provided an update on the Record Management System.   
B. Excelsior Fire District
Fire Board Liaison Josh Hackney noted that the next EFD Board meeting will be held on March 26th.

C. Public Works
Administrator Young provided an update on recent and upcoming public work activities.

D. Administration
Administrator Young provided a brief summary on the following items:

· April Newsletter

· Deer Management
· Annual Financial Audit

· New City Hall copier
· Limited Site Investigation Report for the Former Union Oil Site has been completed and waiting for a Site Closure Letter from the MPCA.
· The Vine Hill Bridge Preconstruction Meeting was held on March 3rd. 

· The Vine Hill Bridge Public Information Meeting will be held at the March 17th Council meeting.

· Attendance at the Scenic Bypass meeting on February 24th. 

Mayor Skrede provided updates on the Scenic Bypass meeting, the most recent LMCC meeting, and on the Vine Hill Bridge Preconstruction meeting.

9.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Kask, seconded by Councilmember Erickson.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dana H. Young

City Administrator
