DEEPHAVEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2014
MINUTES

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Mayor Paul Skrede called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mayor Paul Skrede, Councilmembers Darel Gustafson, Steve Erickson, and Josh Hackney 

ABSENT:
Councilmember Keith Kask

STAFF:
Police Chief Cory Johnson, Zoning Coordinator Gus Karpas, and City Administrator Dana Young

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilmember Hackney to approve the Consent Agenda, consisting of the following items:

A. March 3, 2014 City Council Minutes

B. Rescind the Appointment of Kent Carlson and Reappoint David Gross to LMCD Board

C. Approve the Use of Robinson’s Bay Beach for Yoga Classes

D. Approve February 2014 Treasurer’s Report

Seconded by Councilmember Erickson.  Motion carried 4-0.

4. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR
There were no Matters from the Floor this evening.

5. PUBLIC HEARING
A.  

Vine Hill Bridge Construction Project
City Engineer David Martini was present to provide an overview of the upcoming Vine Hill Bridge Construction Project.  He presented a PowerPoint presentation and provided a brief overview on the following items:
· Project Scope

· Conceptual Design

· Bid Results / Funding Sources

· Construction Schedule

· Construction Milestones

· General Project Coordination

· School Coordination

· Detours

Following his presentation, David Martini opened it up to public comment.
Tim Lawless, 19795 Cottagewood Road, stated that MapQuest shows Cottagewood Road as a truck route and wondered if there was anything that could be done to have them change that designation.

John Mariani, 3945 Hillcrest Way, asked if there was going to be enhanced lighting at the bridge approaches and if the speed limit on Cottagewood Road could be lowered to 25 MPH during the duration of the project.

David Martini stated that the bridge approaches would be served by the existing lighting.

Chief Johnson stated that increased truck and vehicle traffic will definitely be an issue on Cottagewood Road.  He stated that his department will need to enforce traffic and load limit laws more stringently.  He stated that reducing the speed to 25 MPH is a much more difficult proposition.

David Martini stated that speed limits are established by state statute at 30 MPH in residential areas and any deviation from this speed would require a speed study and review by the MN Department of Transportation to determine whether a lower speed limit was justified.

Mayor Skrede noted that the bridge would be constructed long before the MN Department of Transportation would be able to make a final determination regarding the appropriate speed limit on Cottagewood Road.

Tim Lawless asked if the Police Department could provide absolute enforcement of the 30 MPH speed limit.

Chief Johnson stated that they wouldn’t issue a ticket for someone traveling 31 MPH, if that is what he was asking.  He stated that their policy is to enforce speeding when someone exceeds the speed limit by 6 or 7 MPH.
Mayor Skrede stated that posting the speed trailer on Cottagewood Road might be a real benefit during the construction period.  He stated that Cottagewood Road is definitely on the City’s radar when it comes to traffic control during this project.

Chief Johnson noted that the traffic situation will be a fluid situation that they will have to work through.

Tim Lawless asked if there is anything different that can be done about truck traffic on Cottagewood Road.

David Martini stated that Cottagewood Road is always going to be a challenge due to the link it provides.

Further discussion was held on railing color.  The Council was agreeable to a greenish color for the railings.

Mark Read, 19615 Vine Street, asked about the staging area.

Mayor Skrede stated that the staging area would be on both sides of the bridge.

Mark Read asked if there would be any access off of the trail that could be used during construction.

David Martini stated that he doubted if Three Rivers Park would consider any trail access that would require such a steep grade due to ADA requirements. 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. First Reading – Ordinance No. 13-64, Establishing Regulations Controlling Height
Zoning Coordinator Karpas summarized the ordinance, noting the attached draft of ordinance 13-64 included the following changes since the last Council review: (a) the reference to the Side Setback Encroachment Plane was removed; (b) the maximum permitted height for the R-1 and R-2 Residential Districts were reduced from forty-two (42) feet overall to thirty-six (36) feet overall; (c) the minimum required side and exterior side yard setbacks for the R-1 Residential District was reduced from thirty (30) feet to twenty-five (25) feet; and (d) the minimum required side yard setback for the R-2 Residential District was reduced from twenty-five (25) feet to Twenty (20) feet.

He said the removal of the Side Setback Encroachment Plane was done at the request of the Council since it was confusing, the proposed reduction in height from forty-two (42) feet to thirty-six (36) feet in the R-1 and R-2 districts was done to take into account the potential for a five (5) foot credit for a look-out or walk-out and the proposed reductions in the required side yard setbacks in the R-1 and R-2 districts is based on the fact that approximately one half of the lots in each of those districts do not comply with the minimum lot area requirement, which could reasonably mean that they do not comply with the minimum lot width requirement.  The reduced setback also permits greater design alternatives for narrow lots.

Mayor Skrede said he discussed with staff the reduction in the side yard setbacks and heights in the R-1 and R-2 Districts.  Karpas said he agreed the combined changes would provide for greater flexibility for developing properties while lessening the impact on adjacent lots.

Councilmember Erickson asked about the aggregate setback in the R-3 District and why it didn’t apply to lots that comply with the minimum required lot area.  He believed even those lots in compliance with the area requirements of the district still faced challenges when it came to the required setbacks and felt the aggregate setback should be applied uniformly throughout the R-3 District.

Councilmember Hackney added the interior side yard should be clarified on corner lots as ten feet on R-3 properties.  The Council agreed.

The Council discussed the proposed reduction in side yard setbacks in the R-1 and R-2 setbacks.  Councilmember Hackney said he didn’t see a need to change the setback and that it doesn’t seem to be a problem that needs to have a solution, especially in the R-2 District where there’s only been one variance request in past four years.  Mayor Skrede said the intent is to be proactive, addressing those lots that are caught in the dimensional middle ground between R-1, R-2 and R-3 District.

Councilmember Hackney discussed a previous request to rezone properties along Linwood Road to R-3 which were not compliant with the R-2 lot area requirement.  Mayor Skrede said those properties are a good example of why the setback should be reduced, since it would permit them to be more reasonably developed.  Zoning Coordinator Karpas noted the Council’s opposition to rezoning the property was the ability, by reducing the minimum lot area, for the properties to be potentially combined and subdivided into four additional lots.  Councilmember Erickson said that even though a lot complies with the minimum required lot area in the R-2 District, there are still situations where a required twenty-five foot side yard setback creates a hardship.  He’s not opposed to amending the setback.

The Council was supportive of the proposed ordinance as discussed and amended.

Councilmember Erickson moved to adopt Ordinance 13-64, An Ordinance Amending Section 1300 of the Deephaven City Code; Amending Regulations Controlling Height and Setbacks on Residential Properties as amended and waive the second reading.  Gustafson seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0.

B. Review Audit of 2011 Financial Statements
Steve Wischmann, with Kern DeWenter Viere, was present to present the audit of 2013 Financial Statements for Council review.

C.
Other

There was no Unfinished Business this evening.

7.
NEW BUSINESS  

A.
Other

There was no other New Business this evening.

8.
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES
A. Public Works Committee
Administrator Young presented a review of the Public Works Committee meeting held on March 5, 2014 on the following items:

· Discussion on the Deer Management Program with Roy Quaintance
· Discussion on the delay of load limit restrictions until March 8th 
· An update on the Vine Hill Bridge March 3rd Preconstruction meeting
· General discussion on snow clearing, street widening & intersection clearing efforts

9.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Hackney, seconded by Councilmember Gustafson.  Motion carried 4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dana H. Young

City Administrator
