DEEPHAVEN CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2013

MINUTES

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Mayor Paul Skrede called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mayor Paul Skrede, Councilmembers Darel Gustafson, Steve Erickson, Josh Hackney and Keith Kask  

STAFF:
City Engineer David Martini and City Administrator Dana Young

2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Approve Design & Configuration of Vine Hill Bridge Railings
Mayor Skrede stated that he had sent out some information last week regarding the proposed bridge railing design and wanted to hear back from the Council on their ideas and concerns that they might have on the railings.

David Martini stated that there has been discussion on the bridge railings several times and summarized the current proposed design.  He stated the west side of the bridge will have both a traffic barrier and a decorative railing and the east side will have a 4’ shoulder in case of pedestrians and a traffic barrier.  He stated that MNDOT has agreed to fund the 4’ shoulder despite the fact that only a 2’ shoulder is required.  He stated that earlier discussion had been held on installing a 4 ½’ railing on the east side due to the potential pedestrians on that side until it was found that MNDOT would not fund a 4 ½’ railing.  He stated that this is where the discussion has come back to the Council to determine the best course of action on the east side railing.

Councilmember Erickson enters at 6:19 pm.

Mayor Skrede stated that we can have an open railing or a concrete style railing like the one at the Carson’s Bay Bridge.  He noted that there are several types of open railing designs that could be selected.  He noted that the concrete railing on the north side or Carson’s Bay Bridge is only 32” high.  He stated that the Council doesn’t have to decide on an additional railing on the east side as it would be the exact same height as the railing on Carson’s Bay Bridge.  He stated that this would be one possible option and the concrete traffic barrier would be funded by MNDOT.  He stated that if the Council is considering the symmetry of installing a similar concrete railing on the west side, he would have more difficulty with accepting that concept due to the traffic visibility problems on the west side of the bridge.  He noted that Councilmember Hackney had expressed some concern about the open railing design on the east side of the bridge.

Councilmember Hackney stated that he is more concerned about the overall height of the 32” railing on the east side.  He stated that he would prefer the concrete barrier simply because it flares out at the bottom providing more security for pedestrians.

Mayor Skrede stated that we could install a fence structure on top of the concrete barrier.  He asked if this would be funded by MNDOT.

David Martini stated that the fence addition would not likely be funded by MNDOT.

Mayor Skrede stated that we could mount the fence addition ourselves.

Councilmember Kask suggested that we could go with wrought iron and lag it in ourselves.  He stated that he finds it ironic that there are stricter fence height requirements on decks than there are on bridges.      

Councilmember Gustafson asked if Councilmember Hackney would be content with a 32” concrete railing.

Councilmembers Hackney, Erickson and Kask all indicated that they would feel more comfortable with adding a railing on top of the 32” concrete barrier.

Councilmember Gustafson stated that with an estimated cost of $750,000 to build the bridge in such a fine community as Deephaven, he doesn’t want the fence addition to look cheaply made.

Councilmember Erickson stated that the fence addition would look very attractive and the fence could even be made of custom built aluminum.

Mayor Skrede clarified that MNDOT would fund the 32” concrete barrier and the City would be required to fund the fence addition.

Mayor Skrede stated that he would also like to discuss the reason why the traffic barrier isn’t located between the driving surface and the sidewalk rather than its proposed location next to the decorative railing on the west side of the bridge.  He stated that locating the traffic barrier next to the sidewalk would provide added protection for pedestrians.  He stated that this change may provide design problems or bridge width issues and we might have to make some adjustments to the driving lane to accommodate this location for the traffic barrier.
David Martini stated that the guard rail is required to extend beyond the bridge into Minnetonka Blvd in order to serve as a crash barrier.  He stated that he appreciates the idea of relocating the traffic barrier next to the sidewalk but is concerned about the required run out of the guard rail.

Discussion was held on the potential guard rail run out requirements at the north end of the bridge, the preferred location of the west side traffic barrier, and the fact that the crash barrier has to protect vehicles from the retention wall behind the “patio” area and the drop off.

David Martini stated that he would have to see what the relocation of the traffic barrier would do to the overall design.  He suggested that another option would be to install a 32” concrete traffic barrier at the west end of the bridge with a railing on top of the barrier.

Mayor Skrede stated that this might cause traffic visibility issues for vehicles parked at the intersection.

David Martini stated that he felt a 32” traffic barrier located next to the sidewalk would cause even more traffic visibility issues.  He noted that the bridge will be located 6’ further to the west to help improve sightlines.

Councilmember Erickson stated that the problem with putting the traffic barrier next to the sidewalk is that it will go right back into the same spot as the current railing.  He stated that in order to improve this visibility issue you have to move the railing further west.
David Martini noted that the sidewalk itself will have some protection because it will be raised one foot above the driving surface.

Mayor Skrede stated that if the Council preferred the current design over placing the traffic barrier next to the sidewalk then that’s what we’ll do.

Councilmember Erickson stated that he felt this would be the better design.

Mayor Skrede stated that it seems ironic that more protection is afforded to vehicles than pedestrians.

David Martini stated that it would not be a unique design to not have a traffic barrier located next to the sidewalk.

Mayor Skrede summarized by stating that it is the Council’s preference to have a concrete traffic barrier with a decorative railing on top located on the west side of the bridge.

Further discussion was held on the potential delay caused by the discussion on bridge railings, the proposed approach work that will be discussed at the May 6th Council Work Session, and on possible construction start dates. 

B.
Other

Discussion was held on the environmental report prepared for Verizon on some contaminated soil that was found when several some soil borings were undertaken at the Chowen’s Corner parking lot site.  

The Council requested that staff report on the contaminated soil to the MN Pollution Control Agency.  

3. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Kask.  Seconded by Councilmember Hackney.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dana H. Young

City Administrator
