PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, August 1, 2012

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

Members Present

Mayor Paul Skrede, Teresa Pendleton, Police Chief Cory Johnson, John Menzel and City Administrator Dana Young

Members Absent

Jeff Kask
Request for No Parking Signs on Westview Drive

Warren Lester (3715 Westview Drive), Lorraine Neuberger (3725 Westview Drive), and Melinda Caldwell (3715 Westview Drive) were present to request the relocation of the No Parking signs from the Thorpe Park side of Westview Drive to along the residential side of Westview Drive.  Melinda Caldwell noted that they have recently installed new sod, which has continually been damaged due to cars parked along their lawn.  She stated that the residential property owners continually have cars parked on their lawns and it would be safer for children to have cars parked along Thorpe Park rather than requiring them to run across the street.

Police Chief Johnson agreed that it would be much safer to require parking along Thorpe Park rather than along the residential properties.

Motion by Chief Johnson to recommend the relocation of the No Parking signs from the Thorpe Park side of Westview Drive to the residential side of Westview Drive for public safety considerations.  Seconded by Teresa Pendleton.  Motion carried 5-0.

Northome Blvd Parking Concerns

Police Chief Johnson noted that there have been a number of cars that frequently park along Scott Boynton’s residence at 18950 Northome Blvd that are causing traffic flow problems at the intersection of Northome Blvd and Deephaven Avenue.  He stated that he has received numerous complaints regarding the parking of these vehicles and recommended the installation of No Parking signs before and through the intersection.

Motion by Chief Johnson to recommend the installation of No Parking signs as indicated on the attached diagram at and around the Northome Blvd & Deephaven Avenue intersection.  Seconded by Paul Skrede.  Motion carried 5-0.  
Motion by Chief Johnson to adjourn the Public Safety Committee, seconded by Dana Young.  Motion carried 5-0.  The Public Safety Committee adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

Vine Hill & TH 7 Intersection
The Committee reviewed a proposed letter and design plan from the City Engineer to the Minnesota Department of Transportation requesting consideration of certain intersection improvements at the Vine Hill & TH 7 intersection prior to the installation of signal lights.

Further discussion was held on shortening the length of the concrete median to allow for a third southbound lane near the Excelsior Blvd intersection.

David Martini noted that the letter was intended to encourage MNDOT to incorporate a better intersection design along with the design of their proposed signal lights.  He stated, at a minimum, he hoped that the letter would encourage them to relocate the signal lights such that it could at least accommodate future intersection improvements.

Dana Young stated that it is important to remember that any proposed improvements to the intersection might be at the cost of the City.

Vine Hill Bridge Update

David Martini provided an update on Joe Litman’s conversation with MNDOT concerning Hennepin County’s insistence that the Vine Hill Bridge be constructed with sufficient width to support two light rail lines.  He stated that MNDOT representatives agreed that the additional costs to widen the bridge were excessively high and mentioned that MNDOT might be receptive to funding, as a possible compromise solution, footings for a future wall.
Further discussion was held on a summary of the work performed to date by Bolton & Menk, Joe Litman, and American Testing on the bridge project, establishing future meetings with MNDOT and Hennepin County, and the information needed for the upcoming update before the City Council on August 6th.
Storm Sewer Repairs on Cottagewood, Linden & Honeysuckle

Discussion was held on the status of storm sewer repairs on Cottagewood Avenue, Linden Road and Honeysuckle Road.  Dana Young stated that Art Taylor has estimated the repairs at $20,000 for Cottagewood Avenue, $23,600-$27,800 for Linden Road and $16,200 for Honeysuckle Road.
David Martini suggested that instead of trying to repair the storm sewer main on a piecemeal basis, which is causing these projects to be repaired at a premium price, he recommended identifying each project in the budget and combining the projects under one bid and specification to receive better pricing.

The Committee toured each project and recommending proceeding with the Cottagewood Avenue project this year due to concerns regarding street stability, installing an additional pipe at the outlet for the Honeysuckle Road project, and to discuss potential future improvement options with the property owner at the Linden Road project. 

Other
Discussion was held on a request from Betty Kemmetmueller for the City to re-sod the landscaping island along Minnetonka Blvd next to Kemmetmueller’s building.  The Committee toured the site and recommended cleaning the site and planting grass seed, with watering and mowing provided by the adjacent property owner.  
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Dana Young, seconded by John Menzel.  Motion carried 3-0.  The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Works & Safety Committee will be held on Wednesday, September 5, 2012.

