PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

September 9, 2014

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

Administrator Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present

Jim Elvestrom, Scott Ferguson, Leslie Gustafson, Patrick Regan, Jonathan Weiss and City Administrator Dana Young 

Members Absent

John Flynn and Cindy Webster
May 6, 2014 Minutes

The Committee approved the May 6, 2014 minutes on a motion by Leslie Gustafson, seconded by Jim Elvestrom.  Motion carried 5-0.

Park Reports
Committee members provided their monthly park reports:

· Jonathan Weiss noted that there were a couple of instances this past summer when the doggy bag container was empty at Thorpe Park.  Dana Young stated that the public works crew has been exceptionally busy working on street patching and probably weren’t aware that the doggy bag container was empty.
· Patrick Regan noted that the Northome Trail is overgrown at both ends.  Dana Young stated that he would notify the crew.
· Scott Ferguson stated that the light cover in the Thorpe Park gazebo is loose.  Dana Young stated that he would have the crew fix it.
Discussion was held regarding the abundance of geese at Deephaven Beach and Nocomo Beach and the effect of goose droppings on the presence of ecoli bacteria in the water.

Dana Young stated that Deephaven Beach and Nocomo Beach were each closed two times during the summer due to excessively high ecoli bacteria levels.  He stated that geese droppings can certainly contribute to this problem and noted that there had been a significant numbers of geese sighted at both beaches.   However, he added that there can be a number of other contributing factors to excessive ecoli bacteria levels such as water runoff and feces material from small children, dogs and other wildlife.
Further discussion was held on potential goose control efforts such as contracting with the Canada Goose Control company to capture and dispose of excess goose populations.

Outdoor Learning Center at Burton Park

Dana Young provided an update on the Council’s decision regarding Minnetonka Community Education’s request to install an outdoor learning center at Burton Park.  He stated that after considerable discussion and a tour of the proposed location of the center, the Council limited the outdoor learning center to a 30” diameter space for the classroom site on Burton Park property.  He stated that the Council was not supportive of the additional improvements that were proposed at Burton Park, including trail development and landscaping efforts.  He stated that the Council wanted to keep Burton Park as a natural setting.

Heating Units at Platform Courts

Dana Young provided an update on the progress of installing heating units for the platform courts.  He stated that CenterPoint Energy has recently completed the installation of a gas main to the city maintenance shed and Statewide Gas Services has been contracted to install a service line to the platform courts and install the heating unit.  He stated that he is hoping that the contractor will be finished with the installation by the end of October in time for the 2014-2015 platform tennis season.
Bike Service Station at Haralson Park

Discussion was held on Paul Pesek’s proposal to establish a bike service station, water fountain and restrooms at Haralson Park to benefit bike riders on the LRT Trail.   No further action was taken on this request.
Request for Tree Trimming at Donkey Park
Dana Young stated that he has received a request to remove some of the canopy at Donkey Park to allow for more sunlight to improve the overall condition of the grass in certain areas.  The Committee recommended meeting with the residents this spring at Donkey Park to review their request.
Repair / Replacement of Bollards in Trailer Parking Area

Dana Young stated that he received a request from Former Park Chair Woody Woodburn to replace the bollards at the trailer parking area with telephone poles or some other sort of boundary protection to help protect the grass and trees along the trail.  Woody Woodburn had suggested that this could be a project for the Boy Scouts.

2015 Park & Beach Improvements

Dana Young stated that due to the need for street improvements, only $2,500 has been budgeted in 2015 for the replacement of the slide at Thorpe Park.

Minnetonka High School Mountain Bike Team
Dana Young stated that he had been contacted by Jason Stukel, Minnetonka High School Mountain Bike Team Assistant Coach, about the possibility of using passing through Burton Park from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, and possibly Thursdays, for no more than 4 days per month.  They would not modify the trail or ride on it if it were wet or soft and would put signs at the entrances stating that there may be bikers on the trail.

Jim Elvestrom asked why the City Council would approve this particular activity after limiting the outdoor nature center.

Patrick Regan noted that the potential conflict between pedestrians and the bike riders is lessened somewhat because the bike riders wouldn’t be riding very fast through Burton Park.

Dana Young stated that he will have to check with the City’s insurance carrier to check on potential liability issues.

Other

Questions were raised about the future role and direction of the Park Committee.

Dana Young stated that until the Park Committee can decide on a future project, as occurred with Deephaven Days and the Platform Tennis Court Project, there is very little reason for the Park Committee to meet at this point other than to discuss maintenance issues.  He stated that perhaps consideration needs to be given to develop a long-range park plan in order to determine a future direction for the city’s numerous parks and beaches.

Leslie Gustafson suggested the installation of proper restroom facilities at Thorpe Park.

Jim Elvestrom suggested that the Park Committee could consider further improvements to the platform tennis court area.
Dana Young suggested that further discussion could be held on the future goals and direction of the Park Committee at an upcoming meeting.
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Jim Elvestrom, seconded by Leslie Gustafson.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Park Committee will be held on Tuesday, December 2, 2014 due to a conflict with the General Election that will be held on November 4, 2014.
