DEEPHAVEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2012

MINUTES

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Mayor Paul Skrede called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mayor Paul Skrede, Councilmembers Keith Kask, Darel Gustafson and Josh Hackney

ABSENT:
Councilmember John Wheaton
STAFF:
City Administrator Dana Young

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilmember Kask to approve the Consent Agenda, consisting of the following items:

A. Approve October 1, 2012 Council minutes

B. Approve Final Payment to New Look Contracting in the amount of $39,943.12 for the 2012 Storm Water Main Project  

Seconded by Councilmember Gustafson.  Motion carried 4-0.

4. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR
Commissioner Jan Callison was present to give a brief update on the recent Hennepin County Board discussion and activities, including:
· The review of a handout describing 2010-2012 county revenues and outlining a number of programs that indicated a need for increased county support, including increases in the number of families per night at shelters, medical & food support programs, child & adult protection services, and in long term care consultations. 

· The continuing decline in market values across the county but noted that values for apartments, commercial and industrial properties have increased.

· The County Board has requested an overall percentage decrease in the levy, with the County Truth in Taxation hearing set for November 27th and final action on the 2013 levy on December 11th.

· The upcoming retirement of County Administrator Richard Johnson.

· Hennepin County will begin construction on the new $5.6 million Library in Excelsior beginning in 2013.

· Discussions are continuing on whether to charge for County Dispatch Services.  Commissioner Callison noted that nothing is before the Board at this time.
· Commissioner Callison noted that the City of Deephaven has applied for a Hennepin County Youth Sports Grant, which has $2 million available in grant funds and over $5 million in requests.
· Commissioner Callison stated that she is aware the City is working with county staff on the design of the Vine Hill Bridge and will continue to express the City’s concerns with staff.

Mayor Skrede stated that while the county staff appears to have our interests at heart, he noted his concern about the ability to obtain State Bond Funds in a timely manner to ensure a summer construction.  He stated that timing of the construction is quite critical due to school bus traffic and the proximity of the school to the bridge.  Commissioner Callison stated that this is insightful information that she would relay to her staff.

Councilmember Kask inquired about a very informative financial report published annually by the County that provides a breakdown of county spending.  

Commissioner Callison stated that the report could either be the annual audit report or it might be part of their annual budget material.  She stated that she would follow up with her staff on the report.

Mayor Skrede stated that in regards to those residents in cities that pay for both city and county dispatch services, he noted there are a number of county services that our residents pay for that they don’t directly benefit from as well.

Commissioner Callison stated that most cities outside the county dispatch system have not asked for an equal distribution of fees.  She stated that Hopkins has recently asked to join the Hennepin County Dispatch Service and noted that the county has the capacity to add every city to their dispatch service with the exception of Minneapolis.  She stated that the effort should be to add more cities to the county’s dispatch service rather than fracturing the system.

Mayor Skrede stated his appreciation of Commissioner Callison’s help on these issues, particularly with the Vine Hill Bridge Project.

Jennifer Young, 20035 Lakeview Avenue, was present to discuss the upcoming franchise renewal process with Mediacom.

Councilmember Kask stated that the Lake Minnetonka Communications Commission is accepting comments regarding Mediacom as part of the franchise renewal process.  He added that she should forward her comments to the LMCC as it will help the LMCC shape the franchise renewal process.
Further discussion was held on problems and concerns with internet service.

Councilmember Kask noted that the prevue of the LMCC is only with cable and the Commission has no authority over internet service.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.
Approve Deephaven Woods Development Agreement
Mayor Skrede stated that the City Attorney has provided a memorandum stating the purpose of the Planned Unit Development Agreement is to memorialize the conditions of the previous approval of the project by the City Council and the Council is to consider the approval of the form of the Development Agreement this evening.  He stated that he and staff met with Planning Commissioner Kent Carlson to review and finalize the list of exhibits enclosed in the Council packets, which is then filed with Hennepin County.  He stated that the final list of comments on the exhibits has been addressed.

Councilmember Kask noted that on Page 3 of the final draft, there is a discussion on the placement of trees and stated that he has typically seen a pledge that the trees would survive a certain number of years.  He stated that the pledge doesn’t have to maintain the life of the trees forever but for a certain number of years.
Matt Alexander, Director of Real Estate Development with Kraus-Anderson Realty Company, stated that one year is typical for a contractor to warranty the trees.  He stated that the Church would be contractually obligated so he can’t speak for the Church beyond one year.
Mayor Skrede stated that he liked the idea and stated that there could be a sub-agreement covering the warranty on the trees.

Matt Alexander stated that St. Therese has a number of volunteers who would be willing to help with watering the trees and suggested that a two year warranty would be reasonable.

Councilmember Hackney noted that there are a couple of items on the exhibit list that still need to be submitted by the applicant once the documents have been prepared.

Mayor Skrede stated that staff will have to develop a waiting list to ensure that these items are added to the exhibits once they are completed.  

Motion by Councilmember Kask to approve the Deephaven Woods Planned Unit Development Agreement as presented in the final draft.  Seconded by Councilmember Gustafson.  Motion carried 4-0.

B.
Approve Verizon Site Location
Administrator Young stated during the review of the Special Use Permit application for Verizon Wireless on October 1st, the City Council expressed an interest in reviewing an alternate location for the tower and equipment shed further to the south within the Chowen’s Corner Parking Lot due to the potential gain of an additional parking space at the southern location.  He stated that the Council requested comments from City staff and the Public Works Department on the proposed southern location.

Administrator Young stated that discussion was held with Foreman John Menzel at the October 3rd Public Works Committee on the impact that a southern location of the equipment shed would have on snow removal operations.  John Menzel stated that he didn’t think the southern location would interfere with snow plowing efforts, with the exception of having to take a wider turn to get around the shed.  

Administrator Young stated that Police Chief Johnson said his only concern with the alternate location is that more large trucks might park out on Minnetonka Blvd if they see a potential issue with the building being placed in the southern location.  He stated that his officers frequently see large delivery trucks and 18 wheelers parked on Minnetonka Blvd because they are trying to deliver to the business's there.  He stated that his officers usually tell them to pull in the back lot.  He stated that if these trucks have to back down the parking lot to deliver, he could envision more trucks parked on the Blvd.

Administrator Young stated that City staff has identified five potential concerns with relocating the Verizon tower and equipment shed to a southern location, including:
1. The southern parking spaces are the most popular and heavily used in the parking lot.  The parking spaces in the middle of the lot are rarely used.

2. Traffic visibility for southbound traffic turning east down the alley would be partially obscured.

3. Access to the loading dock located in the building directly south of the proposed equipment shed would be more difficult.

4. Verizon has already identified the present site with the FCC and a change in location would cause a six-month delay in the project.

5. The only advantage to the southern location is the initial gain of one more parking space.  There would not be any future gain of parking spaces due to the collocation of future carriers. 

Councilmember Hackney stated that he appreciated staff’s work on this issue and noted that two of the items identified by staff - the fact that the southern parking spaces are the most popular and heavily used and the relocation to the southern site would cause a six month delay for Verizon - were compelling enough to convince him that he prefers the original middle location of the tower and equipment shed.
Motion by Councilmember Hackney to approve the site as originally submitted in the middle of the Chowen’s Corner parking lot.  Seconded by Councilmember Kask.  Motion carried 4-0.

Councilmember Kask asked if the City would incur any expenses for the relocation of the utility lines or to replace curb & gutter in order to accommodate Verizon.  Administrator Young stated that all site costs are borne by Verizon.  Councilmember Kask asked about the possibility of placing electrical outlets for electric cars.

Mayor Skrede stated that this was an interesting question but felt it should come to the Council in the form of a proposal and was apprehensive about planning for something that was 30 or so years out.

Councilmember Kask stated that this might provide the opportunity to put the infrastructure in place now with the extension of utilities.

Mayor Skrede stated that it might not be a problem to install additional conduit now.

Pat Conlin, with the FMHC, stated that the City could piggyback on the construction by adding conduit.  She stated that she would have to discuss this with Verizon.

C.
Other
Administrator Young stated that storm sewer main on Cottagewood Avenue has been completed and submitted an invoice from Schneider Excavating and Grading in the amount of $26,500.00 for payment.
Motion by Councilmember Kask to authorize Final Payment to Schneider Excavating and Grading in the amount of $26,500.00 for the repair of the storm sewer main on Cottagewood Avenue.  Seconded by Councilmember Hackney.  Motion carried 4-0.

Discussion was held regarding the Platform Tennis Court Project and the proposal to remove twelve existing piers and install twelve new piers in order to move the existing court further to the east to allow both courts to line up back to back.

Mayor Skrede noted that this would also allow us to use the existing flooring.
Councilmember Kask stated that he would prefer the stacking of the courts, as it would allow for more green space and provide for a better visual appearance of the park.  He stated that it would be well worth the expense of $2,700.00.  He noted that this is an insignificant sum in comparison with what has been invested at Haralson Park over the past few years.

Motion by Councilmember Hackney to approve Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $2,700.00 to remove twelve existing piers and to install twelve new piers to allow the existing court to line up back to back with the second court.  Seconded by Councilmember Kask.  Motion carried 4-0.

6.
NEW BUSINESS  

A.
Other
There was no other New Business this evening.

7.         REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES
A. Park Committee
Administrator Young presented a review of the Park Committee meeting held on October 2, 2012 on the following items:

· Reviewed a proposed 2013 Project List and recommended the installation of a handicapped accessible porta-potty at Thorpe Park, adding simple amenities to the warming houses, purchasing an adjustable hoop for Thorpe Park, and purchasing a new grill for Robinson’s Bay Beach.
· Discussed holding a special meeting once the platform tennis court project is completed to discuss potential operational issues.
· Were notified that the regularly scheduled November 6th Park Committee will be cancelled due to a conflict with the General Election.
B. Public Works Committee
Administrator Young presented a review of the Public Works Committee meeting held on October 3, 2012 on the following items:

· Discussed establishing no parking zones on Rutledge & Hamilton along Thorpe Park.  A final recommendation will be made to the City Council following a review of allowing parking next to the Thorpe Park tennis court.
· Reviewed the possible installation of a pathway along Sandy Beach for safety considerations due to the construction of an additional garage bay.  For a variety of reasons, no action was taken on the request.

· Discussion was held on Summerville Road and the intention of the contractor to upgrade the road once the construction of the new home is completed.

· Discussed the relocation of Verizon’s tower and equipment shed to a southerly site at the Chowen’s Corner parking lot and its potential impact on snow plowing operations.

C. Boat Committee
Administrator Young presented a review of the Boat Committee meeting held on October 10, 2012 on the following items:

· Discussed the possibility of lengthening the make ready dock at the Carson’s Bay ramp
· Reviewed slide length & width requirements
· Continued discussion on the two permitted boat lengths – 24’ and 26’ – on the City dock slips.
· Reviewed the Save the Beach dock design and required setbacks from the XY Tract as part of their review of the Shore Space Reconfiguration Project.

· Discussed the possibility of adding canoe and paddleboard racks at street ends and city beaches.

· Discussed theft and vandalism issues at the City marinas and recommended looking into the cost and practicality of installing video cameras.

8. 
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn the Regular Council meeting by Councilmember Kask, seconded by Councilmember Hackney.  Motion carried 4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m.

9.
SPECIAL COUNCIL BUDGET WORK SESSION
Administrator Young presented the 2013 Park Improvement Fund Budget, 2013 Recycling Fund Budget and the 2013 Capital Improvement Fund Budget for Council review.

10.
ADJOURMENT

Motion to adjourn the Special Council Work Session by Councilmember Kask, seconded by Councilmember Gustafson.  Motion carried 4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

