PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, April 4, 2012

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.

Members Present

Mayor Paul Skrede, Police Chief Cory Johnson, Teresa Pendleton, John Menzel, Jeff Kask and City Administrator Dana Young

Members Absent

Jon Monson

Also in Attendance

City Engineers David Martini & Dan Lonnes
Construction Activity Hours
Discussion was held regarding a request that had been presented at a recent Council meeting to consider shortening the hours of construction activity from 7:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on weekdays and 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on weekends and holidays and consider assigning different hours to residents vs. contractors.
Paul Skrede stated that he informed the Council that this issue would be discussed at the Public Safety Committee and any recommended change would be brought back to the Council.  He stated that if no changes were made, no further action would be taken.

Further discussion was held on the Council’s discussion on this matter, which included the Council’s comments that the current hours better accommodate a short construction season, our own city crew starts work at 7:00 a.m., and the fact that most cities permit a 7:00 a.m. starting time. 

Further discussion was held on the issuance of building permits and the closing out of permits.  Paul Skrede stated that we are generally pretty weak when it comes to closing out a permit and requiring  residents to finish up their home construction projects in a timelier manner.

Motion by Chief Cory Johnson to recommend no changes to the existing construction activity hours.  Seconded by Teresa Pendleton.  Motion carried 6-0.

Open Burning Permit

Dana Young sated that there seems to be more interest on behalf of residents in contracting with companies like Prairie Restoration that promote the burning of weeds and the subsequent planting of natural grasses.  He stated that staff received a request last year from Jay White and the Council approved a request from Barbara Burgum, 19380 Walden Trail, last Monday night.

Further discussion was held on whether to make further changes to Section 500.01 on Open Burning regulations to more easily accommodate open burning requests involving Prairie Restoration.

Paul Skrede recommended that we could possibly amend the ordinance by requiring the Fire Department attend the open burn, unless the open burn is going to be conducted by a professional landscaping company such as Prairie Restoration.

Other

Paul Skrede asked if we intended to stripe Minnetonka Blvd this year.  Dana Young stated that the Council has already approved the striping bid and we have already made contact with Twin City Striping on start dates.

Paul Skrede stated that he has received a number of comments on how nice the City is looking and commended the work done by the Public Works Department.

Motion by Dana Young to adjourn the Public Safety Committee meeting.  Seconded by Chief Johnson.  Motion carried 5-0.

Vine Hill Bridge Update

City Engineer David Martini stated that they have met with the Rail Authority and the Authority stated that they would like a 20’ height clearance on the bridge, which shouldn’t be a problem, and the width necessary to accommodate two future rail lines.  He stated that they are still looking at a single span bridge, but widening the bridge will change their abutment design, which should be fine from a design standpoint, but it could have cost implications.

He stated that they will be submitting the preliminary bridge design next week to see whether we can get funding for the abutment change and for the three lane bridge design.  He stated that if they are not eligible for funding for the abutment change, he intended to go back to the Rail Authority to see if they planned on funding the abutment change.

Further discussion was held on the proposed sidewalks.  Paul Skrede stated that the current sidewalk is only 5’ wide and asked how wide the sidewalk would be on the new bridge.

David Martini stated that it would be 8’ wide.  He stated that the west side will have the elevated 8’ wide sidewalk and the east side will have a 4 – 6 foot shoulder delineated by a paint stripe.

David Martini stated that they intend to submit the preliminary bridge design to get feedback on funding eligibility, then submit the final bridge plan.

Vine Hill / Hwy 7 Intersection Project
David Martini and Dan Lonnes provided a summary of the Vine Hill / Hwy 7 Intersection Project.  David Martini stated that he doesn’t have a real good feel for this project as they have met with MNDOT but never received an indication if this is a good project or not.  He stated that even if the application for a Cooperative Agreement is submitted, and the project received full funding, engineering alone would cost $100,00 by itself.

Dan Lonnes stated that the agreement would only fund the construction cost and noted that the preliminary and final design for this project would take a lot of work since the overall level of planning required is enormous.  He stated that it effectively becomes a state project.  He stated that as the lead agency, Deephaven would have to be prepared to fund a lot of the cost.

Paul Skrede stated that he doesn’t expect Shorewood to show much interest in this project as well.

Dan Lonnes stated that he appreciates where the City is in terms of desiring double turn lanes.  He recommended providing a layout to MNDOT of the improvements that the City would like to see at the intersection along with the signal light improvements.  He stated that the City could start with a layout and request that MNDOT not replace the signal lights until they incorporate the layout design.

Paul Skrede asked if we could cut down on some of the median on our own.

Dan Lonnes stated that part of the median is in the state right-of-way and would require their approval.

Paul Skrede listed a number of issues on Hwy 7, many of which were caused by MNDOT that has lead to the increase in traffic at the intersection.

David Martini asked Chief Johnson to pull together a history of some of these changes that they would use in a letter to MNDOT along with a layout of the changes recommended by the City.  He stated that he would bring this layout to the next Public Works Committee for final review.

City Park Tree Treatments
Dana Young stated that tree treatments last year cost $2,513.75 for the treatment of (7) Ash trees at Village Hall Park for emerald ash borer, (2) Ash trees at Children’s Park for emerald ash borer, (4) Ash trees at Shuck Park for emerald ash borer, (25) Ash trees at Thorpe Park for emerald ash borer, (6) Crabapples at Thorpe Park for Apple Scab, and (8) Hawthorne at Thorpe Park for Apple Scab.  He stated that this year’s cost is $5,296.16 due to the fact that the treatments for emerald ash borer now require more expensive trunk injection treatments.  He stated that the only benefit of the new treatments is that they are now effective for a two-year period.  He added that the budget for tree treatments in 2012 is $2,600.  The following spreadsheet was reviewed:
	Park
	Treatment
	No. of Trees
	2011
	2012
	2013 Est.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Village Hall
	Emerald Ash Borer
	(7) Ash
	227.15
	675.83
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children's Park
	Emerald Ash Borer
	(2) Ash
	102.98
	106.20
	109.49

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shuck Park
	Emerald Ash Borer
	(4) Ash
	221.52
	675.83
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thorpe Park
	Emerald Ash Borer
	(25) Ash
	1,075.97
	2,924.32
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thorpe Park
	Apple Scab
	(6) Crabapple
	420.52
	433.39
	446.39

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thorpe Park
	Apple Scab
	(8) Hawthorne
	465.57
	480.59
	495.01

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	2,513.71
	5,296.16
	1,050.89


Paul Skrede noted that our hesitation at this time may have more to do with the fact that this year’s prices will be $2,800 higher due to the more expensive two-year treatments for emerald ash borer despite the fact that the costs next year will decrease dramatically.  He stated that we wouldn’t have near as many concerns if the tree company had continued to bill us at last year’s price of $2,500 per year.

Further discussion was held on the fact that the 38 trees being treated for emerald ash borer were mature trees that would have a significant detrimental impact on the parks should they become infected and have to be removed.

Motion by Paul Skrede to recommend continuing the tree treatments that will include additional costs for 2012 and a reduction in costs for 2013.  Seconded by Dana Young.  Motion carried 5-0.  
Carson’s Bay Docks Lighting & Electrical Service
It was recommended that Paul Skrede and John Menzel meet with Chuck Wishy of Frontier Electric to design the location of the lighting and outlets at the Carson’s Bay docks.
Other
There were no other items discussed.

Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Dana Young, seconded by Jeff Kask.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Works & Safety Committee will be held on Wednesday, May 2, 2012.

