PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, May 2, 2012

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.

Members Present

Mayor Paul Skrede, Police Chief Cory Johnson, Jon Monson, John Menzel, Jeff Kask and City Administrator Dana Young

Members Absent

Teresa Pendleton
Also in Attendance

City Engineer David Martini
Installation of Bollards within Trailer Parking Area along Mtka Blvd

Dana Young stated that he had received a request from Woody Woodburn, 4210 Chimo East, for the City to consider filling in the missing bollards bordering the LRT trail in the parking area across from Carson’s Bay launch.  He stated that Woody Woodburn expressed concern about cars being able to park on the grass or accessing the LRT trail.  He stated that he had discussed this issue with Foreman John Menzel who stated that he would eventually prefer to see all of the bollards removed for the following reasons:
1. The bollards are unattractive and an eyesore  

2. The bollards are constantly damaged by trailers & our city crew when plowing the lot 

3. He didn’t believe the bollards provide any additional protection to the surrounding grass area due to the location of the trees along the parking lot and vehicles generally do a pretty good job of parking on the gravel portion of the lot 

4. He didn’t believe the bollards did anything to prevent vehicles from accessing the LRT trail or Burton Park since vehicles, should they be so inclined, could just as easily access the trail across the City’s Burton Park access further to the west.  

The Committee recommended removing all the bollards at the convenience of the Public Works crew and install at least two signs requiring vehicles to stay off the grass.
Other

Discussion was held on the open burning training request submitted by the Excelsior Fire District to conduct “Hot Burn” training at 3705 Northome Road.  Paul Skrede stated that he felt it was critical that the City Council receive a letter from the homeowner to initiate the open burning training request.

Paul Skrede requested that the Police install the traffic monitor across the northern driveway entrance to St. Therese Church in order to provide additional information on existing traffic counts to and from the Church.
Motion by Dana Young to adjourn the Public Safety Committee meeting.  Seconded by Chief Johnson.

Motion carried 5-0.

Rutledge / Azure Storm Sewer Rehabilitation Project Update
City Engineer David Martini stated that they have published an Advertisement for Bid notice on the project and were planning to open bids on May 17th at 10:00 a.m.  He stated that this would give the City Council the opportunity to review the bids on May 21st.

Further discussion was held on the plan specifications, which called for the installation of concrete curb and gutter along the north side of Azure Road from Northome Blvd to the end of Azure.  David Martini stated that although the City has more typically used bituminous berms throughout the City, it was felt that the installation of concrete curb & gutter along with catch basins would be more appropriate due to the amount of water runoff along that side of Azure Road.   
Submittal Information to MNDOT for Vine Hill / Hwy 7 Intersection Project
David Martini provided a summary of the estimated engineering costs for the submittal of design and traffic information to MNDOT for the Vine Hill / Hwy 7 Intersection Project.  He stated that there were a couple of ways they could go about submitting information to MNDOT.  He stated that they could provide a straightforward layout with a letter explaining the proposed layout.  He stated that this approach would include some observational traffic data.  He stated that this approach would cost approximately $2,000 to pull together for MNDOT.

He stated that a second approach could include much more detailed traffic modeling, which would essentially be substantial enough to dictate to MNDOT what improvements are needed.  He stated that this would be a more technical approach to convincing MNDOT that intersection improvements are necessary.

The Committee suggested utilizing the first approach to MNDOT.    
Vine Hill Bridge Update
David Martini stated that he had met with the Hennepin County Railroad Authority to discuss the proposed bridge width clearance on the new Vine Hill Bridge and the Railroad Authority had recommended a wider bridge width in order to accommodate any future light rail project.  He stated that they had submitted the preliminary bridge plan to MNDOT that incorporated the wider bridge width and were informed that the project would be eligible for state bridge funding with the exception of the extra bridge width.  He stated that MNDOT informed him that the additional bridge clearance requested by the Railroad Authority has not been included in any formal capital improvement plan and, therefore, lacked any merit for funding.
David Martini suggested submitting a letter to the Railroad Authority informing them that the additional bridge width is not eligible for state funding and request that they either reconsider their request for additional width or fund the additional cost to $175,000 to widen the bridge.

Paul Skrede suggested that this letter be submitted to the City Council for their review and approval on Monday night.
Other
Further discussion was held on Arbor Day and on the Xcel Energy Transmission Line Upgrade Project.
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Dana Young, seconded by John Menzel.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 3:47 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Works & Safety Committee will be held on Wednesday, June 6, 2012.
