DEEPHAVEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, MAY 5, 2014
MINUTES

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Mayor Paul Skrede called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mayor Paul Skrede, Councilmembers Darel Gustafson, Keith Kask, Steve Erickson and Josh Hackney

STAFF:
Police Chief Cory Johnson, Zoning Coordinator Gus Karpas and City Administrator Dana Young

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilmember Hackney to approve the Consent Agenda, consisting of the following items:

A. Approve April 21, 2014 Minutes

B. Approve Verifieds

C. Approve $1,200.00 Fireworks Donation to South Lake Excelsior Chamber of Commerce

Seconded by Councilmember Kask.  Motion carried 4-0.

4. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR
There were no Matters from the Floor this evening.

5. PLANNING & ZONING REQUESTS
A.

First Reading of Ordinance No. 13-67, an Ordinance Amending Section 1300 on Conditional Use Permits
Councilmember Erickson enters at 7:03 p.m.

Zoning Coordinator Karpas summarized the ordinance.  He said the Council adopted a moratorium on Conditional Use Permits at their December 2, 2013 meeting and directed the Planning Commission to review the current permitted and conditional uses within the city and edit them, if necessary, to fit the character of the community as it exists today.

He explained that the Planning Commission reviewed the permitted, conditional and prohibited uses in the city and developed a new listing format.  The existing format listed one hundred and thirty (130) uses in a table and assigned a letter designation by zoning district whether it was a permitted, conditional or prohibited use.  To shorten the list, the Planning Commission removed all uses from the list which were prohibited in all districts and combined a number of permitted uses under “umbrella” definitions of “Office, Business or Professional” and “Retail Sales.”

In addition, to make the ordinance more understandable, the Commission reformatted the ordinance to create separate sections for each zoning district.  Within each zoning district, it lists the permitted and conditional uses, the required lot dimensions, the required setbacks and permitted structure height.  This allows all the information for a specific zoning district to be available in one location.

Mayor Skrede said he liked the new format even though there is redundancy in the regulations in the C-1 and C-2 Districts.  He noted that the ordinance states what is permitted and what’s allowed by conditional use and asked if a use is not mentioned, is it then not allowed?  Councilmember Kask said it is implied by exclusion that the use is not permitted.  Mayor Skrede felt there should be some limiting language added to the subdivision to clarify that the conditional uses listed were the only uses and any uses outside of that were prohibited.

Councilmember Hackney asked what if there are uses the city may not want in the city and how that can be regulated.  Mayor Skrede asked about the process for adding uses to the ordinance.  Zoning Coordinator Karpas said an applicant would need to approach the city to amend the ordinance to add a use.  Mayor Skrede felt this process may be more trouble than it’s worth for uses that aren’t that offensive.

Councilmember Erickson said the ordinance may need to be reviewed periodically to take into account changing technology and other factors.

Councilmember Kask discussed specific uses that the city previously prohibited and asked how the new ordinance could regulate them since they seem to qualify under the permitted use guidelines.  Councilmember Hackney noted some other offensive uses also seem to qualify as well.  Zoning Coordinator Karpas said he could add a third subdivision in the C-1 and C-2 section specifically titled “Prohibited Uses” and list all the uses that were previously prohibited by the old code.  The Council agreed this would be a good change.

The Council directed staff to make the discussed changes and bring the ordinance back to the Council.
6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.
Discuss Issuance of Parking Permits for the Boat Launch
Administrator Young stated that the City Council requested an update on the availability of the trailer parking lot due to staging and storage issues during the Vine Hill Bridge Project.  He stated that at the April 22nd weekly Vine Hill Bridge construction meeting, the Contractor stated that staging and storage will be kept at the east end of the parking lot to the extent possible and half of the parking lot should be available for public use.  He stated that the public should be able to drive around the staging and storage area to exit at the east end of the parking lot.  He also noted that the parking lot will have to be restored in certain areas due to the damage caused by all the heavy equipment.  He stated that City Engineer David Martini will be meeting with the contractor tomorrow to discuss repair of the parking lot and to maximize the parking area as much as possible.
He noted that he received a call from Gary Killian, 17825 Jericho Road, who objected to the use of the trailer parking area by the contractor and stated that he felt that the parking area should be left open for use by residents.   
Administrator Young stated that it would be staff’s recommendation to inform individuals interested in purchasing a parking permit of the reduced parking at the City lot until the bridge is completed on or around the end of July.  This would allow the public to make a more informed decision if they want to purchase the $100 parking permit.  

Councilmember Kask stated that he would like staff to draft a disclosure statement on the permit application regarding the reduced parking area for trailer parking.

Mayor Skrede noted that parking lot will be completely available for trailer parking after the construction of the bridge.  He stated that he will have the contractor specifically delineate the space needed for the construction project.

B.
Other

There was no other Unfinished Business this evening.

7. NEW BUSINESS
A.
Approve 2014-2015 Assessor Contract with Dan Distel
Administrator Young stated that Dan Distel has served as Deephaven’s City Assessor since 1989.  He stated that since that time, the Deephaven City Council has typically entered into a series of two-year contracts with Dan, with annual contract fee increases tied to whatever percentage increase had been approved that particular year for employee salaries.  Staff therefore recommends the approval of a two-year agreement with City Assessor Dan Distel with the same increases that have been approved for City employees in 2014 (2%) and 2015 (2.5%).  He stated that this would equate to an annual contract fee of $49,058 from June 1, 2014 to May 31, 2015 and $50,284 from June 1, 2015 to May 31, 2016.

Administrator Young noted that Dan Distel has discontinued assessing commercial properties in Deephaven beginning in 2013 when Hennepin County took over the commercial assessing services.  The City currently pays Hennepin County $2,000 per year from 2014 – 2016 for the assessment of commercial properties in Deephaven. 

Councilmember Kask stated that he is pleased that the City is able to offer this service now that most other cities have passed this responsibility along to the County.  He stated that he is also pleased that Dan is still with the City and noted that the contract includes an opt-out clause so the Council shouldn’t be surprised when Dan eventually retires.
Councilmember Erickson agreed that there is no advantage to having the Council serve as Deephaven’s Board of Appeals.
Motion by Councilmember Kask to approve a two-year contract extension with Dan Distel for the assessment of residential properties at a contracted amount of $49,058 from June 1, 2014 to May 31, 2015 and $50,284 from June 1, 2015 to May 31, 2016.  Seconded by Councilmember Hackney.  Motion carried 5-0.
C.
Other

Councilmember Hackney informed the Council that he does not plan to seek re-election next year.  He stated that family obligations are cutting into his volunteer time.
Mayor Skrede thanked Councilmember Hackney for the advanced notice, his candor and his service to the City.

Councilmember Kask stated that he has heard from a number of residents that they don’t want to run for office if it means running against an incumbent councilmember.  He stated that advanced notice will encourage those reluctant residents to file for office.
On a separate issue, Councilmember Erickson stated that he has heard from a number of residents regarding Buckthorn issues at Lake Louise.  He stated that he has asked the residents to feel free to address the Buckthorn removal themselves and doesn’t see the City utilizing public works to remove Buckthorn on top of everything else they are doing.  He stated that he sees the City’s role as dispensing information on Buckthorn.

Mayor Skrede stated that the Public Works Committee will discuss this issue later this week. 

8. DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A. Police Department
Police Chief Johnson reviewed the April 2014 Incident Report, provided a progress report on the RV stored on a residential property on Hillcrest Road, and on the school traffic situation resulting from the Vine Hill Bridge Project.  Chief Johnson further noted that Officer Josh Heasley has been nominated for the Mothers Against Drunk Driving Award for his work in enforcing DUI laws.  Further discussion was held on the relatively minor penalties associated with drunk driving arrests.  
B. Excelsior Fire District
Fire Board Liaison Josh Hackney provided a brief review of the Fire District Board Budget Work Session meeting on April 16th, including the overall 6.14% increase, salaries and building repair issues.
C. Public Works
Administrator Young provided an update on recent and upcoming public work activities.

D. Administration
Administrator Young provided a brief summary on the following items:

· Summer Hours  

· Part-Time Summer Help       

· City Cleanup Day cancelled due to inclement weather 

· Arbor Day Celebration
· State Audit Report Submitted    

· Street Sweeping 

· May 12th Tree Trimming meeting with Xcel Energy
· Cell tower locations reviewed at City Hall

· Application for gas service with CenterPoint Energy for the platform courts

9. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Hackney, seconded by Councilmember Kask.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dana H. Young

City Administrator
