PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

May 6, 2014

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

Vice-Chairman Scott Ferguson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present

Scott Ferguson, Cindy Webster, Leslie Gustafson, Patrick Regan, Jonathan Weiss and City Administrator Dana Young 

Members Absent

John Flynn and Jim Elvestrom
April 8, 2014 Minutes

The Committee approved the April 8, 2014 minutes on a motion by Cindy Webster, seconded by Patrick Regan.  Motion carried 4-0.

Leslie Gustafson enters at 7:01 p.m.

Park Reports
Dana Young reported on the following items:

· The crack on the east side of the walking path at Thorpe Park will be repaired.

· The ball field bench on the east side of Thorpe Park has been repaired.

· Arbor Day was cancelled due to inclement weather for the second year in a row.
· Two cracked benches at the Shuck Park tennis courts were replaced.

· The snow boards at the platform courts were repaired.

· Minnetonka Baseball Association has offered to install bases and a pitching mound at the Thorpe Park ball Field near Rutledge & Westview.

Scott Ferguson stated that public works should obtain a roller for the infields from Minnetonka Baseball Association.  He also recommended the purchase of cloth nets for the basketball hoops at Thorpe Park and noted that the Pine trees by the basketball court are in tough condition.
Jonathan Weiss stated that the City should replant a tree by the large boulder near the tennis court at Thorpe Park to replace a tree that had been removed.

Bike Service Station at Haralson Park

Paul Pesek, with the Three Rivers Park Foundation, was present to discuss the possibility of establishing a bike service station at Haralson Park to benefit bike riders on the LRT Trail.  He stated that he has been looking for locations for bike service stations along the LRT Trail and thought Haralson Park would be a great location.  
He stated that the Three Rivers Park District conducted a study of bikers on Cedar Lake Trail in 2009, which showed that an extremely high percentage of bikers indicated an interest in having drinking water and restrooms available along the trails.  He stated that drinking water at this site might be questionable but a water supply was available across the trail at City Hall.
The Committee discussed the LRT trail right of way and setbacks from the transmission line within Haralson Park in order to accommodate a restroom.

Paul Pesek stated that the Foundation would likely start with portable restrooms first to see how well they worked before looking at something more permanent.  He asked the Committee to think about his request.

Outdoor Learning Center at Burton Park

Troy Wanless, Landscape Architect with Leo Landscape Architecture, ECFE/Preschool Advisory Council members Katie Becker and Tara Grover, and John Fanning, architect for Shingobee, were present to seek approval to construct an Outdoor Learning Center at Burton Park.

Katie Becker stated that Burton Park has been used for years by kids at the school and the Minnetonka Community Education Advisory Community thought it would be a great idea to make the park more useable for kids five and under as a learning center.
Troy Wanless provided a review of the proposed Concept Plan for the learning center.  He stated that mulch will be used for the paths and the classroom gathering space.
John Fanning noted that the plan intended to enhance the existing layout of the park.

Cindy Webster asked about the overall size of the project.  Several attempts were made to describe the entire size of the project, including the pathways.

Patrick Regan asked about the drop in grade from the classroom to the parking lot.

Troy Wanless stated it was approximately 10 feet.  He stated that the area is not designed to be fully ADA accessible.

Dana Young asked about the funding for the project.

John Fanning stated that they have received a Watershed Grant and have held several fundraisers.  He stated that they are estimating the project cost at $27,000.

Cindy Webster asked who would maintain the learning center.

Katie Becker stated that maintenance would be included within the School’s annual budget.

Patrick Regan stated that he supports this Concept Plan but would want to see a tree planting & removal plan and a grading plan.

John Fanning stated that the overall tree plan would be to work with what’s there.

Scott Ferguson noted that this would be a design build project.

Patrick Regan stated that he could approve the Concept Plan but would want to know what trees would be kept.

Katie Becker noted that it was planned to make the improvements using manual labor as opposed to heavy equipment.

Jonathan Weiss noted that it would be helpful to see the site to get a better idea of the Concept Plan.

John Fanning agreed that the plan makes more sense once you see the site.

Dana Young noted that the overall plan for the learning center has grown significantly since he reviewed the site last fall.

Tara Glover stated that the plan grew larger once the teacher surveys were reviewed.

Cindy Webster stated that she thought it would be very helpful if the learning center were shown on a site plan of Burton Park to get the overall project dimensions.

Katie Becker stated that its overall size as shown on the Concept Plan might be deceptive as it’s only really designed to accommodate around 20 kids.  She stated that the learning center would also be open to the public.

Dana Young asked about the project timelines.

Tara Glover stated that they would like to build the center this summer.

Patrick Regan reiterated that he supported the concept but would like to see a handicapped accessibility component, noted his concern about the slope at the north end of the project, and would like to see the trees that are proposed to be removed identified.

Jonathan Weiss stated that he thought this would be a great addition, which would enable residents to enjoy the park space more.  He stated that he also agrees with Patrick’s comments.

Leslie Gustafson stated that she thinks it’s a great idea and would help occupy kid’s time.

Cindy Webster stated that she is a huge proponent of teaching kids about nature and this learning center makes perfect sense.  She recommended that the applicant’s bring a better visual rendering that would show exactly where the learning center would be located in Burton Park.  She stated that while she understands Patrick’s concerns about handicapped accessibility, she felt that the site would be sufficiently accessible.

Troy Wanless noted on the site plan where the property line between the school and Burton Park was located and it was noted that a significant portion of the project would be on school property.

Patrick Regan noted that most of the more substantial grade issues were on school property and that the project becomes much more palatable with so much of it on school property.

Motion by Scott Ferguson to approve the Concept Plan subject to the applicant showing the location of the learning center on a site plan of Burton Park and for the Council to review the language pertaining to field modifications.  Seconded by Cindy Webster.  Motion carried 5-0.   

2014 Park & Beach Improvements

Dana Young stated that $20,000 has been budgeted this year for park and beach improvements and asked if there were any ideas or suggestions for the use of these funds this year.

Discussion was held on potential improvements to Shuck Park with a Pickelball court and a sand volleyball court.

Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Leslie Gustafson, seconded by Cindy Webster.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Park Committee will be held on Tuesday, June 3, 2014.
