DEEPHAVEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, JUNE 2, 2014
MINUTES

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Mayor Paul Skrede called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mayor Paul Skrede, Councilmembers Darel Gustafson, Keith Kask, Steve Erickson and Josh Hackney

STAFF:
City Administrator Dana Young

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilmember Kask to approve the Consent Agenda, consisting of the following items:

A. Approve May 19, 2014 Minutes

B. Approve Verifieds

C. Approve April 2014 Treasurer’s Report

Seconded by Councilmember Hackney.  Motion carried 5-0.

4. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR
Lake Minnetonka Conservation District (LMCD) Liaison David Gross (20245 Lakeview Avenue) was present to provide an update on the 2015 LMCD Budget, Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) training for police officers, and recent rule changes for commercial marinas.
David Gross stated that the 2015 LMCD Budget is unremarkable and only proposes a 0.6% increase in the levy for 2015.  He stated that the only real difference in the 2015 Budget is a lowered rent payment to the City of Mound.

He stated that the LMCD has sent out a letter requesting that police officers attend a training session on AIS in order to enhance enforcement efforts.  He stated that a recent lower court ruling threw out a case due to the fact that the officer did not have any training on AIS.  For this reason, an officer needs to be trained in AIS.

Mayor Skrede inquired about the cost of AIS training.

David Gross stated that the training is provided by the Department of Natural Resources, takes about two hours and is free.  He stated that the training counts towards POST training requirements and the DNR can conduct the training in-house to accommodate the Police Department.

David Gross stated that commercial marinas have petitioned the LMCD to change their ordinances to allow an extension of their docks from 100’ to 200’.  He stated that in response to this request, the LMCD has changed their ordinance to allow a maximum dock length from 100’ to 200’, allow commercial marinas to obtain a special density license of 1:10 without having to provide amenities, and allow minor reconfigurations to be approved by staff without a public hearing.

He stated that the LMCD will then review potential ordinance changes for yacht clubs and lastly,   municipal marinas.  He stated that the LMCD will be looking for one uniform set of requests from the municipalities and recommended contacting the Boat Committee to work with the other lake communities.  He suggested that one consideration could be converting buoys to dock slips.  He stated that reallocations are possible as long as there is not an increase in Boat Storage Units.

Further discussion was held on the City of Mound’s decision to pump wastewater into the lake and on the historically high lake level.

David Irwin stated that the LMCD will have a special meeting next week to discuss whether to establish a minimum wake requirement over the entire lake.

Councilmember Hackney stated that if the LMCD Board felt they had to establish a lake wide minimum wake zone for a period of time, so be it.

Mayor Skrede agreed but recommended that it not be for an overly long period.     

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESSS
A.
Approve Outdoor Learning Center at Burton Park

Representatives from Minnetonka Community Education were present to once again seek approval to construct a portion of an Outdoor Learning Center in Burton Park.  MCE representatives included Tim Litfin (MCE Director), John Fanning (architect for Shingobee), and ECFE/Preschool Advisory Council members Katie Becker and Tara Grover.

Councilmember Hackney stated that while he is supportive of the idea of an early childhood learning center, he would like to see a few modifications.  He stated that he would like the amphitheater on school property, with minimal development on city property in order to maintain the undeveloped nature of the property.  He stated that he doesn’t want any boardwalks on city property but would allow the removal of tree stumps, stones and the addition of mulch within the amphitheater in order to keep the trails in a natural state.  He stated that he doesn’t want MCE to undertake any development on city property.

Councilmember Kask stated that he agrees with Councilmember Hackney and also supports minimal improvements.  He stated that Burton Park is little used by residents and there are a few hiking trails throughout the park.  He stated that he would support seeding up to the property line but would otherwise encourage minimal use of the property.

Councilmember Gustafson stated that he has walked the trails through Burton Park and thinks that they are well used.  He stated that he is concerned with the scope creep associated with this project.  He stated that he is concerned that in allowing a classroom, suddenly the group tends to own it.  He stated that there is an assumption of ownership, which limits options for the city.  He stated that he would like to see Burton Park used as a dog park.  He noted that we wouldn’t do this if requested by other neighboring residents, such as a property owner next to Thorpe Park.  He stated that we wouldn’t allow someone to plant an organic garden at Thorpe Park or allow someone to install a gazebo at Deephaven Beach.  He stated that he doesn’t know why we would treat someone differently in this request.  He stated that he is not supportive of this request and felt that the park is perfect as is.

Councilmember Erickson stated that he is not as opposed to this project as others.  He stated that he would, however, also like to take the hardscape back to the school property.  He stated that he would support the 30’ classroom gathering space but not the wood walkway, bridges, or learning tables.

Mayor Skrede stated that if we’re going to approve this or a portion of this project, we would want an approved exhibit.  He noted that teaching water quality is an aggressive mission for 0-5 year olds.  He stated that he would be willing to commit Park Improvement Funds to assist with the mulch and to eliminate the proposed signs from the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District.  He stated that he would be supportive of the classroom gathering space on the school’s property.  He stated that he has no problem with an organized learning area but would like a minimalistic approach.

Councilmember Kask stated that he could support a 20’ diameter classroom gathering space with mulch on city property and a License Agreement with an approved exhibit, but would not support tree or shrub removal anywhere but within the 20’ diameter classroom space.  He stated that the learning tables should be on school property and had no problem with seeding on school property.

Mayor Skrede stated that he could justify some improvement but he didn’t care about enhancing the park for the Watershed District.  He stated that he thought it was difficult to see this project enhancing water quality.  He added that he doesn’t want informational signs throughout the park.

Councilmember Hackney noted that the Council Chambers is 25’ square and wanted to make sure the vision of this area is shared and noted that MCE is proposing a big space.  He stated that the MCE’s letter to the Watershed District doesn’t really fit within our scope or vision of the project.

Councilmember Erickson stated that the learning tables could be located within the 30’ diameter classroom area.

Discussion was held on the preferred size of the proposed classroom area at either 20’ or 30’ diameter.

John Fanning stated that the classroom is not really a defined circle.  It is an environment for kids to learn.  He stated that they intend to enhance and not develop the area.  He stated that at the end of the day, they would like to come up with what’s viable.  He stated that curriculum is being developed for this center.  He stated that what the Council is envisioning is not far off from what we are envisioning as well.

Councilmember Hackney stated that MCE offers a lot of different activities and asked if MCE is envisioning using this space for something other than pre-school activities.

John Fanning stated that it would be used exclusively for pre-school kids, with the intent to create a better learning environment that would enhance the classroom experience for kids.    
Resa Schmidt, 3605 James Avenue, stated that she is a nature enthusiast and would appreciate the opportunity for kids to learn to pay attention and spend time outdoors.  She stated that this park is different from other parks and it would provide an opportunity to pause and reflect.  She stated that it is a goal to get kids outside where they will learn and pay attention.  She stated that her family typically stays down by the walking path when using Burton Park but noted that there is quite a bit of space up on the hillside that wouldn’t change the overall use of the park.  She stated that this learning center would get kids excited about using the outdoors and thought this could be a great partnership to provide something we don’t have in our city.

Councilmember Erickson stated that if the hardscape and seating area were on school property, he would be willing to give MCE the use of a 30’ diameter classroom space.  He stated that the learning tables could be moved into the classroom space.  He stated that 30’ diameter classroom space would provide more than enough room for the tables.  He added that additional pathways are not needed.
Councilmember Kask stated that the agreement should be supported by a survey, a revised site plan, with no tree removal on city property except for a 30’ diameter area for a classroom.  He stated that only degradable material should be used such as mulch.  He noted that walking trails are not a particular feature of the park.  He stated that this is what he could support.

Councilmember Gustafson stated that he could support this modified, minimalistic proposal.

MCE Director Tim Litfin stated that he would return with a revised site plan.

B. 

Review the 2015 Budget Schedule
City Administrator Young presented the following proposed schedule for the Council’s review of the 2015 Deephaven City Budget:

Monday, June 16th - 2015 Budget Overview, 2015 Salaries, General Fund Revenues, General Fund Expenditures, Capital Improvement Fund, General Government, Elections, Administration, City Hall, Police Budget, Fire Budget, Planning & Zoning, Streets & Roads, Public Works, Parks & Recreation, Wildlife Management

Monday, July 7th - Budget Review & Revisions

Monday, August 18th - Budget Review & Revisions

Tuesday, September 2nd - Final Budget Review, Adopt Preliminary Tax Levy

Monday, October 20th - Park Improvement Fund, Marina Fund, Recycling Fund

Monday, November 17th - Water Fund, Sewer Fund, Storm Water Fund

Monday, December 1st - Truth in Taxation Hearing, Adopt Final 2015 Tax Levy, Adopt 2015 Budget

The Council approved the proposed 2015 Budget Schedule.

C.
Approve Six Month Probationary Period of Kathryne McCullum
Administrator Young stated that the City of Deephaven hired Kathryne McCullum on December 9, 2013 to replace Shelley Souers as Woodland’s City Clerk.  Kathryn was hired to work 30 hours per week - 24 hours per week as the Woodland City Clerk and 6 hours per week for the City of Deephaven.  He stated that over the course of the last six months, Kathryne has demonstrated exceptional competence and ability in her duties.  She is very professional, has a great personality, and is very well regarded by the Woodland City Council and Woodland residents.  

He added that Woodland Mayor Jim Doak, who works very closely with Kathryne, agreed that Kathy has done an outstanding job and stated that she is motivated, knowledgeable, and a real pleasure to work with.  

He stated that staff recommends that the Deephaven City Council approve the six-month probationary period of Kathryne McCullum and authorize an increase in her hourly wage from $21.05 per hour to $22.16 per hour for the successful completion of her probationary status.  The proposed wage increase would lift Kathryne from a Starting Salary to Step 1 of the Deputy Clerk’s wage classification.
Motion by Councilmember Hackney to approve the six-month probationary period of Kathryn McCullum and authorized an increase in her hourly wage from $21.05 per hour to $22.16 per hour for the successful completion of her probationary status.  Seconded by Councilmember Erickson.  Motion carried 5-0.

D.
Approve Six-Month Probationary Period of Richard Meyer
Administrator Young stated that the City of Deephaven hired Richard Meyer on December 16, 2013 to the position of Public Works Maintenance Worker following the resignation of Dick Jeurissen.  He stated that Public Works Foreman John Menzel’s evaluation of Richard Meyer’s work performance over the probationary period is as follows:
“Very capable, very positive, works hard and is engaged in his job, always on 

time, dependable and reliable.  Handles day-to-day work challenges confidently, is willing to adjust to multiple demands.  He is willing to assume the task of others in their absence.” 

Administrator Young stated that Richard Meyer has done a very good job in the performance of his duties and has met every expectation as a Public Works Maintenance Worker.  For this reason, staff recommends the approval of his six-month probationary period and the continuation of his employment with the City of Deephaven.   

Motion by Councilmember Erickson to approve the six-month probationary period of Richard Meyer.  Seconded by Councilmember Hackney.  Motion carried 5-0.

E.
Discuss Participation in the Scenic Byway Concept

Mayor Skrede stated that he and Administrator Young were invited to a meeting on February 24, 2014 at Minnehaha Creek Watershed District headquarters to discuss the potential of establishing a Lake Minnetonka area state scenic byway system through the fourteen Lake Minnetonka area communities of Minnetonka Beach, Woodland, Deephaven, Tonka Bay, Minnetrista, Excelsior, Mound, Greenwood, Victoria, Spring Park, Minnetonka, Shorewood, Wayzata and Orono 
He stated that at the conclusion of the meeting, it was decided that each of the Lake Minnetonka area communities would discuss the scenic byway system concept and adopt the attached resolution if there was sufficient interest in further studying the feasibility of the scenic byway system.
Councilmember Hackney asked if we would be considered as a byway or a bypass.

Mayor Skrede stated that no specific route has been selected as of yet and there is no financial commitment in establishing a scenic byway.  He stated that the route could only be on a county road and didn’t know if they would eventually want to widen the roads to eventually put in bike paths.  He stated that he would have no interest if that were the case.
Councilmember Hackney stated that he couldn’t see any benefits to our residents or to the commercial district.

Councilmember Gustafson stated that we don’t need any more vehicles on city streets.

No action was taken on the scenic byway concept.
F.
Other
There was no other Unfinished Business this evening.

6. NEW BUSINESS
A.
Review & Approve the Preliminary 2015 LMCD Budget
Motion by Councilmember Erickson to approve the 2015 LMCD Budget as presented.  Seconded by Councilmember Gustafson.  Motion carried 5-0.

B.
 Other

There was no other New Business this evening.

7. DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A. Police Department
The May Incident Report was presented.
B. Excelsior Fire District
Fire Board Liaison Josh Hackney provided the following report on the Fire District Board meeting on May 28th:  

· The Fire Department will be hosting the Cottagewood Grill Night on June 6th.  
· The annual Firefighter’s Dance will be held on July 18th.
· The annual Open House will be held on October 2nd.
· There are currently a total of 43 active firefighters with the EFD actively recruiting for additional members at Station No. 1.
· Good progress was made on the 2015 EFD Budget in terms of reducing the overall municipal contributions from the currently proposed budget increase of 3.4%.
C. Public Works
Administrator Young provided an update on recent and upcoming public work activities.

D. Administration
Administrator Young provided a brief summary on the following items:

· 2013 Population & Household estimates

· AIS Inspections at the Carson’s Bay launch

· 2015 City Budget    

· July Newsletter 

· Board of Appeal & Equalization Training   
· 2015 contract negotiations with Woodland
· Xcel Energy’s plan to trim & clear vegetation within their transmission corridor along the LRT Trail in July
· Recycling participation survey that has shown that Deephaven residents have risen to 4th out of 42 Hennepin County in terms of recycling participation.

8. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Hackney, seconded by Councilmember Kask.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dana H. Young

City Administrator
