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CALL TO ORDER: Chair John Studer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Commissioners John Daly, Jeff Eaton, Doug Nagle, Cindy Hunt 

Webster, Josh Wilcox (by phone), and Chair John Studer 
 
ABSENT:  Bob Werneiwski 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Planning Director Pat Smith and City Council Liaison Kent 

Carlson 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of April 21, 2020  
 

Motion by Chair Studer, seconded by Commissioner Eaton, to approve the 
minutes of April 21, 2020. Motion carried 6/0. 

 
 

2. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a) Amendment to the Construction Management Ordinance  
 
Smith presented the staff report. This issue was brought about by some 
damage to Easton Street by a developer of a new house. The city does not 
have a formal ordinance requiring developers to repair public property. The 
City Council wanted the Planning Commission to discuss such an 
ordinance. 
 
Studer opened the public hearing. No one spoke. Studer closed the public 
hearing. 
 
The Commission thought requiring small additions to abide by the 
construction management regulations may be cumbersome. Maybe tie the 
escrow amount to projects over $100,000 in valuation. 
 
As drafted, the City Engineer would verify the condition of the roads. The 
developer would pay for the City Engineer’s time. Nagel prefers a fixed fee 
and thinks a formula-based fee isn’t necessary. Wilcox likes a sliding 
scaled fee, and renovations and new builds should be covered.  
 
Webster asked about interest rates. Smith stated that the City wouldn’t be 
earning interest on the escrow fees. Daly is supportive of an escrow 
agreement, but doesn’t agree with a load limit tax like Greenwood’s. Nagel 
stated for a remodel a Certificate of Occupancy is not required.  
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Eaton likes the idea that staff send the letter out to neighbors so the City 
controls the content of the message to make sure it’s consistent. Smith 
stated that at Excelsior staff would send out the survey and building 
elevations to help neighbors understand the proposed development better. 
Nagel agrees with Eaton. Wilcox is indifferent on distance but likes giving 
out more information.  
 
Studer stated that right now construction hours are from 7 am – 9:30 pm 
Monday through Friday and 8 am – 8 pm on weekends and holidays. Eaton 
favors construction hours of 7am – 7pm. Studer agrees that deliveries 
should be included in the construction hours. Wilcox would like to see the 
City Council limit construction hours. The rest of the Planning Commission 
agreed.   
 
Daly stated that developers need a parking plan approved by the Police 
Department. The Planning Commission did not think the city needed to 
state the parking regulations in the construction management ordinance.  
 
The Planning Commission did not think that portable toilets needed to be 
at the rear of sites but at least 15 feet from adjacent houses was prudent.  
 
Studer thought that requiring developers control dust when complaints 
arise was a good idea. Eaton thought it was a reasonable requirement. 
Webster agreed that something should be added. 
 
Carlson asked if the MCWD already requires construction entrances. Smith 
stated he will check. Studer doesn’t want to be redundant.  
 
Studer and the Planning Commission thought staff should look at stricter 
language for street cleaning than “weekly”.   
 
Smith to look up Sturgis residence on Azure Street to see if they submitted 
an as-built survey and received their CO. Carlson stated that the recourse 
for building outside of what the City approved is not issuing the Certificate 
of Occupancy.  
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
 
LIAISON REPORT 
 
Carlson presented the Liaison Report. He said that the City Council approved three 
variance requests in the Cottagewood neighborhood.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Chair Studer to adjourn the meeting at 8;19 p.m. . Motion seconded by 
Commissioner Eaton. Motion carried 6/0.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Patrick Smith 
Planning Director 
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