PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday, July 17, 2012

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

Members Present

Mayor Paul Skrede, John Menzel, Jeff Kask and City Administrator Dana Young

Members Absent

Teresa Pendleton, Police Chief Cory Johnson
Also in Attendance

City Engineer David Martini and Bridge Engineer Joe Litman
Vine Hill Bridge Update
Joe Litman provided an update on the status of the Vine Hill Bridge.  He stated that the original bridge design was estimated to cost approximately $700,000.  He stated that in conversations with the Hennepin County Railroad Authority, he was told that they would strongly prefer a bridge that could accommodate two rail lines underneath the bridge, which would require substantially higher abutments.  He stated that he then met with MNDOT to provide a review of his bridge design and to discuss Hennepin County’s interest in constructing a bridge to accommodate two rail lines.  He stated that MNDOT informed him that they wouldn’t have any interest in funding this additional cost since a light rail line has not yet been included in any long term capital improvement plan for this rail corridor.

Joe Litman stated that a joint meeting was eventually held between MNDOT and Hennepin County and MNDOT reversed their position and stated that they would be agreeable to approve funding for a bridge that would allow for the installation of two rail lines but wanted the bridge to be as cost efficient as possible.

Further discussion was held on two different bridge design options that would accommodate light rail lines.  The Full Height Concrete Abutments design was estimated at $1,495,705 and the Perched Abutments with MSE Walls design was estimated at $1,441,125.  Further discussion was held on the pros and cons of constructing MSE walls, including the fact that it was a relatively new design and it would increase the construction period.

Paul Skrede stated that he thought it would work much better for the City to go with the original bridge design at a cost of $700,000.  He stated that the original design is less complicated and costly, and allows for a shorter construction period.

Joe Litman stated that both the Full Height Concrete Abutments design and the Perched Abutments with MSE Walls design would add approximately two months to the construction period.  He also noted that since any project overage would be at City cost, a 2% overage on a $1.4 million project would be far higher than a 2% overage on a $700,000 project.

Paul Skrede stated that while he would obviously prefer the original bridge design, if there were no option but to include a design that accommodated light right, he didn’t have a preference between either the Full Height Concrete Abutments design or the Perched Abutments with MSE Walls design, despite the fact that the former was estimated to cost approximately $$54,000 more the MSE wall design.

Paul Skrede recommended that Joe Litman include the estimate of the original bridge on the cost estimates he gave for the other two designs and meet with MNDOT and Hennepin County to discuss their potential concerns and/or preferences on the proposed design.  He stated that Joe could then meet with the City Council on August 6th to update the Council on the status of the bridge project and the most updated discussions with MNDOT and Hennepin County. 

Fire Lane Usage
Discussion was held regarding a complaint that had been received regarding an abutting resident storing a trampoline on a City fire lane and a request from the Cottagewood Store to rent paddleboards and use the Water Street fire lane to allow lake access.

Paul Skrede recommended informing the resident that the trampoline cannot be stored in the fire lane due to public safety concerns and to have a Cottagewood Store representative meet with the Council to discuss their proposed use of the fire lane. 
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by John Menzel, seconded by Jeff Kask.  Motion carried 4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 10:20 a.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Works & Safety Committee will be held on Wednesday, August 1, 2012.

