PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, October 3, 2012

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.

Members Present

Teresa Pendleton, Police Chief Cory Johnson, John Menzel, Jeff Kask and City Administrator Dana Young

Members Absent

Mayor Paul Skrede
Discuss No Parking Zone on Rutledge & Hamilton at Thorpe Park

Dana Young stated that during the Council’s review of the Resolution establishing a no parking zone along Westview Drive on August 20th, discussion was held on reviewing the no parking zones on Rutledge Avenue and Hamilton Avenue surrounding Thorpe Park.

Chief Johnson stated that he saw no reason why on-street parking isn’t available next to the Thorpe tennis courts and why no parking is allowed on Rutledge Avenue along Thorpe Park rather than on the residential side of the street.  He stated that it would enhance the safety of residents to allow parking along Thorpe Park rather than having to cross Rutledge Avenue.

He recommended that the Committee review the overall parking situation on Hamilton Avenue next to Thorpe Park for further discussion at an upcoming meeting with the intent of issuing a final recommendation on establishing no parking zones on both Hamilton and Rutledge to the City Council.   

Sandy Beach Path
Discussion was held on Councilmember Wheaton’s suggestion that a pathway be installed along the west side of Northern Road within the Sandy Beach area.

Chief Johnson stated that Councilmember Wheaton is concerned about the pulling in and backing out of vehicles from Jon Monson’s garage and the possibility of not seeing pedestrians walking to and from Sandy Beach.  He stated that he doesn’t see why the construction of an additional garage stall would cause any additional concern over and above the garage stalls that are already there.  He added that he hasn’t received a single complaint regarding vehicles accessing this garage.
Dana Young noted that, as a practical matter, people are going to continue to use the street regardless of whether a pathway was constructed on the west side of the street.
Jeff Kask noted that there is also a telephone pole, guy wire and shrubs along the west side of the street, which would make the installation of a path or sidewalk in this area difficult.

The Committee took no action on the installation of a pathway along the west side of Northern Road within the Sandy Beach area. 

Other
Dana Young noted that David Brackett (19950 Northome Blvd) has complained about the no parking signs posted around the intersection of Northome Blvd & Deephaven Avenue due to concerns that his lawn maintenance contractor has nowhere to park and might be coming to a future meeting of the Public Safety Commission.  Chief Johnson stated that the contractor could park along the street just past the Boynton’s residence.
Dana Young noted that George Sayer (3705 Westview Drive) has complained about the posting of a no parking sign on his property that occurred with the recent designation of the residential side of Westview Drive as a no parking zone.

Summerville Road
Discussion was held regarding comments made by Dan Goodrich (20500 Summerville Road) and Tom Erdmann (20425 Lakeview Avenue) at the September 17th Council meeting regarding damage that has been done to the street during the construction of the new home at 20575 Summerville Road and concerns about where the water runoff eventually ends up.
Dana Young stated that the Summerville Road has sustained some damage due to the construction of the new home and the contractor intends to make some improvements to the road once the home is completed.  He asked John Menzel to give his recommendations to Gus Karpas on what type of improvements would be needed to bring the road back up to the same standards as it was prior to the construction of the new home. 

Other
Dana Young stated that the Park Committee expressed concern about the speed of vehicles on Lake Avenue & Hamilton Avenue, near the Thorpe Park parking lot, and asked the Police Chief to install the speed trailer near the intersection to record the speed of vehicles. 
Discussion was held regarding the proposed relocation of Verizon’s equipment shed to the south end of the Chowen’s Corner parking lot.  John Menzel stated that he didn’t think the southern location would interfere with snow plowing efforts.
Ron Thompson (3435 Montgomerie Avenue) stated that he is directly affected by the new Verizon shed and tower and has requested that the City consider installing a fence along the property line to block the view of the shed and tower.

Further discussion was held on snow removal and snow storage at the parking lot.  John Menzel stated that any fence along the property line would be damaged by the significant amount of snow stored in the parking lot and noted that there are a number of private contractors that currently push snow onto Mr. Thompson’s property.  He stated that he would be very concerned with continual damage to any fence constructed along the property line.

Ron Thompson stated that the current row of lilacs across his property have been severely damaged due to snow removal efforts and that is the reason why he would like a fence installed instead of trying to plant more bushes or trees.  He stated that if the City chooses not to contribute towards a fence, he would do it himself and request a variance to construct an 8’ fence.

Further discussion was held regarding installing a fence further back from the property line, to a distance of approximately 8’ from Mr. Thompson’s garage.  Dana Young stated that it would be the Council’s decision on whether to contribute towards Mr. Thompson’s fence and suggested meeting with him to review this potential new fence location.   
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Chief Johnson, seconded by Teresa Pendleton.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Works & Safety Committee will be held on Wednesday, November 7, 2012.

