DEEPHAVEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2013
MINUTES

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Mayor Paul Skrede called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Mayor Paul Skrede, Councilmembers Keith Kask, Steve Erickson, Darel Gustafson and Josh Hackney

STAFF:
City Administrator Dana Young

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilmember Hackney to approve the Consent Agenda, consisting of the following items:

A. Approve October 7, 2013 City Council Minutes

B. Approve September 2013 Treasurer’s Report

Seconded by Councilmember Kask.  Motion carried 5-0.

4. MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR
There were no Matters from the Floor this evening.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.
Accept Resignation of Dick Jeurissen
Motion by Councilmember Hackney to accept the resignation of Dick Jeurissen, effective December 13, 2013, and authorize the hiring of a replacement.  Seconded by Councilmember Erickson.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Council thanked Dick Jeurissen for almost 30 years of excellent service to the City of Deephaven.

Administrator Young stated that even with the resignation of Dick Jeurissen, the Public Works Department already have three employees who have the ability to do mechanical work.  He stated that rather than hiring another public works mechanic, he would recommend hiring a public works maintenance worker as a replacement for Dick Jeurissen.

The Council unanimously agreed with this decision. 

B.
Approve 2014-2016 Police Union Contract
Administrator Young stated that he had been contacted this evening by the Police Union about holding another meeting to discuss salary and insurance issues.  He recommended tabling any discussion on the proposed 2014-2016 Police Union Contract until the November 4, 2013 Council meeting.

Motion by Councilmember Kask to table discussion on the 2014-2016 Police Union Contract.  Seconded by Councilmember Gustafson.  Motion carried 5-0.

C.
Discuss Purchase of Heating Units for Platform Courts

Mayor Skrede stated that the Council discussed the purchase of heating units for the platform courts on October 7th and deferred action until further information was available on the possible extension of   natural gas to the heating units.  

Administrator Young stated that Public Works Foreman John Menzel had a discussion with CenterPoint Energy about the extension of a gas line to the courts and learned that CenterPoint is two months out before they would be able to undertake any service work.  In addition, the cost for CenterPoint to extend the gas line to the Maintenance Shed and back to the platform courts would be approximately $2,000 if they did the work during the winter months and there wouldn’t be any cost if they did the work in the spring.  Administrator Young noted that the heating unit contractors are approximately three weeks out as well and the contractors also recommend the installation of insulation underneath the courts.  He added that it is estimated it would cost several thousand dollars to convert propane tank attachments to natural gas.
Further discussion was held on the benefits of natural gas, principally owning to the fact that it is a significantly less expensive alternative than propane.
Mayor Skrede stated that he supports the natural gas option but questions the need for insulation.  He noted that it would cost several thousand dollars to install 2” of insulation and felt that the heating unit system as proposed should work just as well without insulation.

Councilmember Kask stated that adding 1” of insulation for approximately $1,600 would be a relatively small amount to pay for the efficiencies that would be gained.

Councilmember Erickson agreed and stated that the insulation would also act as a vapor barrier.  

Councilmember Gustafson stated that the City isn’t obligated to install heating units and asked why we couldn’t have a credit card swipe option installed to make the heating of the courts revenue neutral.

Mayor Skrede stated that he hates to delay the installation of the heating units any further.  
Councilmember Hackney agreed.

Mayor Skrede stated that the City should make a concerted effort to implement this project properly, including the installation of a credit card swipe machine.

Councilmember Hackney noted that installing a credit card swipe machine would not be a trivial addition to this project.  He stated that a phone line would need to be installed.

Councilmember Erickson stated that it could be set up as wireless and you would need to somehow have the credit card swipe machine activate the heating units.

Mayor Skrede stated that he would like to have this project pulled together by spring.

Further discussion was held on the advantages and disadvantages of requiring permit parking at the platform courts.

D.  
Other

There was no other Unfinished Business this evening.

6.
NEW BUSINESS  

A.
Other

Councilmember Kask noted that there are a number of properties in Deephaven that have had for sale signs posted in excess of two years.  He wondered if these signs were there as advertizing for the real estate company and no longer served a purpose in the attempt to promote the sale of the property.  He stated that he would like to have staff look into what other cities do regarding for sale signs.
Councilmember Gustafson asked if this would include for sale signs posted by the owner.

Councilmember Kask stated that he would be more interested in signs posted by commercial brokers.

Mayor Skrede suggested that the City could look into the possibility of establishing a time lime and fee like we do for temporary commercial signs.

7.         REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES
A. Park Committee
Administrator Young presented a review of the Park Committee meeting held on October 1, 2013 on the following items:

· Reviewed potential Eagle Scout projects.
· Recommended extending lifeguard services at Deephaven Beach to Labor Day to help prevent a number of undesirable activities that occurred at the beach after the lifeguards left for the season.

· Discussed 2014 capital projects.
Mayor Skrede recommending having the Park Committee meet with representatives from Minnetonka Aquatics and the Police Department to discuss this issue in more depth and to find out the specific responsibilities of each party.
Councilmember Gustafson stated that the beach was out of control this summer after the lifeguards left.  He stated that boats were backing up into the swimming buoys and kids were riding their bikes on the dock.  He stated that these issues never occurred when the lifeguards were there.

Mayor Skrede noted that perhaps this is an issue that could be addressed by having a CSO present rather than retaining lifeguards through the season.  He stated that a meeting would be helpful to better define which agency is responsible for controlling these unwanted activities, which would ultimately help to address these issues more effectively.
B. Public Works Committee
Administrator Young presented a review of the Public Works Committee meeting held on October 2, 2013 on the following items:

· Reviewed a request from Anne Iverson, 19100 Rutledge Road, for the installation of an additional catch basin in front of her residence to provide additional assistance in collecting water runoff on Rutledge Road.
· Reviewed a request from Jim Woodburn, 4210 Chimo West, for the installation of a curb on the NW side of Minnetonka Blvd from the intersection near Vine Hill Road to the existing curb immediately east of the Chimo West entrance.  The Committee took no action on the request due to concerns that the installation of curb would prevent the City from using the intersection for snow storage, it would limit off street parking in that area, and it would be a costly addition for little benefit in terms of controlling water runoff in this area.
· Discussion was held on 2014 Storm Water projects.

· The City Engineer provided an update on the televising at Chowen’s Corner, Easton / Rutledge Road, and Summerville Road.

Mayor Skrede voiced his frustration over the fact that the televised reports showed two utility lines had been extended through the City’s storm water line at Chowen’s Corner and stated that the utility companies should be required to relocate these lines.
Mayor Skrede noted that the City lost a good resident with the passing of David Svoboda, who occasionally would help the City plow when the crew was short-handed.  He asked staff to let the Council know if public works needs any help with interim plowing.

8. 
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn the Regular Council meeting by Councilmember Kask, seconded by Councilmember Hackney.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

9.
SPECIAL COUNCIL BUDGET WORKSESSION

A.
Review 2014 Recycling Fund

Administrator Young presented the 2014 Recycling Fund for Council review.

B.
Review 2014 Park Improvement Fund

Administrator Young presented the 2014 Park Improvement Fund for Council review.

C.
Review 2014 Capital Improvement Fund

Administrator Young presented the 2014 Capital Improvement Fund for Council review. 
10.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the Special Budget Worksession by Councilmember Erickson, seconded by Councilmember Hackney.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

