PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, December 5, 2012

Minutes

Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.

Members Present

Teresa Pendleton, Police Chief Cory Johnson, John Menzel, Jeff Kask and City Administrator Dana Young

Members Absent

Mayor Paul Skrede
Discuss No Parking Zone on Rutledge & Hamilton at Thorpe Park

Dana Young stated that during the Council’s review of the Resolution establishing a no parking zone along Westview Drive on August 20th, discussion was held on reviewing the no parking zones on Rutledge Avenue and Hamilton Avenue surrounding Thorpe Park.

The Committee decided to postpone further discussion of this issue until spring.
Request for a Sidewalk on Ridgewood Road (Sarah Yantifovich)

Dana Young stated that he had been contacted by Minnetonka resident Sarah Yantifovich about the possibility of installing a sidewalk along Ridgewood Road.  He stated that he had explained to Ms. Yantifovich that the City had submitted a Safe Route to School grant several years ago for a sidewalk along Ridgewood Road but the grant was not approved.

Chief Johnson acknowledged that Ridgewood Road was a potentially dangerous road for pedestrians due to the heavy traffic and the number of bends in the street.  He stated that it was just a matter of time before someone is injured.
It was the consensus of the Committee to have the City Engineer provide an estimate on the cost to update the Safe Route to School grant that was submitted several years ago and present the updated information to the City Council for their review. 

Request to Remove Easement to Linwood Beach (Jane Brattain)

Dana Young stated that he had received a request from Jane Brattain, 20700 Linwood Road, to remove the easement leading to Linwood Beach.  He asked the Police Chief and public works staff to give their opinions on enforcement and maintenance issues at Linwood Beach.

Chief Johnson stated that the neighboring property owner has called several times regarding various issues at the beach and the Brattain’s have complained about trash thrown in their yard.  He stated that the complaints typically come in waves and involve complaints on vandalism, pot smoking, alcohol consumption and kids hanging out too late.  He stated that he also received a couple of complaints this past summer on boats driving over the swimming buoy to hang out at the dock.  
He stated it is very difficult to inspect Linwood Beach because it requires an officer to get out of his vehicle and walk down a 400’ path to inspect the beach area.  He stated that it is difficult for the police to be proactive to resolve these issues.  He added that he hasn’t noticed many neighbors using the beach.
Jeff Kask added that the actual maintenance of the beach is very difficult.

Dana Young thanked the Police Chief and public works staff for their comments.

The Public Safety Committee adjourned on a motion by Chief Johnson, seconded by Teresa Pendleton.  Motion carried 5-0.

Modification of Easement Agreement to Permit Fill Material

Greg Holde, 3835 Monaltrie Avenue, was present to request permission to add fill material on the south side of his lot, which is currently restricted by an easement agreement with the City for building structures and fill material.  He stated that he would like to re-grade a portion of his lot to level the uneven areas and add landscaping.  He added that he might eventually want to install a structure on this lot with the addition of a deck or an extension of the roof line of his garage.
Dana Young stated that this request has been reviewed by staff and the City Engineer, who approved the request with the stipulation that there be no filling below the elevation of the storm water overflow and that any structures should be constructed at an elevation equal to or greater than other structures on the site.

Dana Young stated that there is a city requirement that any fill material added to a vacant lot cannot exceed one foot.  He stated that this might require Mr. Holde to obtain a Special Use Permit if this particular requirement is not modified by the City Council, which is currently under consideration.  

The Committee reviewed Mr. Holde’s proposed modifications to the existing easement agreement.  Dana Young stated that any expenses incurred by the City in terms of a further review by the City Engineer or the City Attorney’s review of the proposed easement modification would have to be paid by the applicant.

Further discussion was held regarding timelines for moving this item before the Planning Commission, if a Special Use Permit is needed, or the City Council.  Greg Holde stated that he would like to have a final decision around April or May.  Dana Young stated that he thought this item could appear at the February Planning Commission or City Council meeting.

The Committee recommended approval of the request for additional fill material and the modification of the existing easement agreement at 3835 Monaltrie Avenue on a motion by Dana Young, seconded by Jeff Kask.  Motion carried 3-0.
Condition of Western Road Sidewalk
Dana Young stated that he received a call from Gabe Claypool, 20330 Western Road, about the condition of the sidewalk along Western Road.  He stated that discussion should be held on who is responsible for the repair and maintenance of the sidewalk in Cottagewood and throughout Deephaven.
John Menzel stated that each homeowner is responsible to ensure their sidewalk is clear of ice and snow.  He stated that the sidewalk along Western Road was installed over 20 years ago and was not upgraded as part of the Cottagewood sidewalk project in 2001.  He stated that he is not surprised at the overall condition of the sidewalk along Western Road.
The Committee unanimously agreed that it is uncertain as to who should be required to repair aged sidewalk and deferred the matter to the City Council for their consideration of a policy on the repair and upkeep of sidewalks throughout Deephaven.

Request to Clear Buckthorn from Lake Louise (Darlene Arndt)

Dana Young stated that he had received a request from Darlene Arndt, 3455 Hamilton Avenue, for the City to clear the buckthorne and scrub brush along Lake Louise.  He stated that Ms. Arndt stated that the buckthorne and brush were overgrown and obscuring her view of the wetland.  He stated that he is waiting to hear back from the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District on their rules and regulations concerning the removal of buckthorne within a wetland area.  It was suggested that this could become a Boy Scout or Eagle Scout project.
Request for City Compost Site
Dana Young stated that he continues to receive requests from residents for a City compost site.  It was the opinion of the Committee that the City does not own any land, nor is there a potential site not owned by the City, that would be a suitable location for a compost site. 
Request to remove a Silver Maple & Buckthorne at Rocky Beach

Dana Young stated that he had received a request from Jennifer Young, 20035 Lakeview Avenue, to remove a Silver Maple & Buckthorne from Rocky Beach.

John Menzel stated that the public works crew will be removing the buckthorne from along the property lines at Rocky Beach but didn’t see any reason to remove a healthy Silver Maple simply on the request of a resident.  The Committee agreed that the City should not feel any obligation to remove a healthy tree simply upon a resident request.

Adjournment

Motion to adjourn by Dana Young, seconded by Jeff Kask.  Motion carried 3-0.  The meeting adjourned at 2:16 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Public Works & Safety Committee will be held on Wednesday, January 2, 2013.

