
                                                                                         
PARK COMMITTEE MEETING 

February 7, 2017 

Minutes 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

Chairman Patrick Regan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present 

Patrick Regan, Jim Elvestrom, Scott Ferguson, Lindsey Carr, Wendy Duren, Councilmember 

Kent Carlson, and City Administrator Dana Young  

 

Members Absent 

Jonathan Weiss 

 

November 1, 2016 Minutes 

The Committee approved the November 1, 2016 Park Committee minutes on a motion by Jim 

Elvestrom, seconded by Scott Ferguson.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Matters from the Floor 

Melinda Colwell (3715 Westview Drive) was present along with a group of pickle ball 

enthusiasts to discuss the possibility of installing a pickle ball court in Deephaven.   

 

Dana Young stated that there are a couple of possibilities on the installation of a pickle ball court 

in Deephaven.  He stated that he first thought it would be a good fit to install pickle ball courts 

on the resurfaced hockey rink as part of the Thorpe Park Renovation Grant Project.  But after 

discussions with Melinda Colwell and the Chanhassen Park & Recreation Director, he now had 

doubts as to whether an asphalt surface would work real well for pickle ball. 

 

He stated that the second option would be to repaint one of the three tennis courts at Village Hall 

Park for pickle ball use when the Village Hall and Thorpe Park courts are repaired this spring.  

 

General discussion was held regarding the number of courts in Chanhassen, permanent posts vs. 

portable posts, composition of pickle ball enthusiasts, hours of play and the potential number of 

pickle ball enthusiasts in Deephaven. 

 

Patrick Regan stated that he supported using one of the courts at Village Hall for pickle ball in 

order to provide a diversity of resources for the residents. 

 

Further discussion was held on the potential additional cost of converting one of the courts into a 

permanent pickle ball court versus the cost of using portable posts stored in a lock box. 

 

Motion by Patrick Regan to recommend converting one of the tennis courts at Village Hall into 

two pickle ball courts and explore the cost ramifications of installing permanent pickle ball posts 

versus portable posts.  Seconded by Jim Elvestrom.  Motion carried 5-0.  



Park Reports 

Scott Ferguson reported that the path on the east side of the Thorpe Park pond is in rough shape 

and recommended having shovels available in the warming houses for residents to use after a 

snowfall. 

 

Jim Elvestrom stated that he had a conversation with a representative of the American Platform 

Tennis Association about the availability of grant funds for any future project, such as a warming 

hut or sidewalks, at the platform courts. 

 

Appoint 2017 Chair & Vice-Chair 

Motion by Scott Ferguson to recommend the appointment of Patrick Regan as 2017 Park 

Committee Chair.  Seconded by Jim Elvestrom.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion by Wendy Duren to recommend the appointment of Scott Ferguson as 2017 Park 

Committee Vice-Chair.  Seconded by Lindsey Carr.  Motion carried 5-0.  

 

Discuss 2017 Committee Appointments / Applications for Membership 

Dana Young stated that Cindy Webster has been appointed to the Planning Commission and the 

one-year terms of Scott Ferguson and Jim Elvestrom have expired.  He stated that Volunteer 

Applications for membership on the Park Committee have been received from: 

 Cindy Gustafson  - 19030 Rutledge Road 

 Kevin Wells  - 4260 Water Street 

 Christopher Jandro - 3710 Hamilton Avenue 

 Scott Hemink - 3825 Northome Avenue 

 Tracy Whitney - 18545 Lake Avenue 

 

Jim Elvestrom stated that he would be willing to serve for a few more months if needed, but is 

looking to step down at some point. 

 

Scott Ferguson stated that he would really like to stay on the Committee for another year.  He 

stated that he is very excited about the Thorpe Park Project and thinks he could be a real help 

with the project. 

 

Motion by Patrick Regan to recommend the appointment of Kevin Wells to a three-year term of 

office effective until February 2020.  Seconded by Jim Elvestrom.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion by Lindsey Carr to recommend the reappointment of Scott Ferguson to a one-year term 

of office effective until February 2018.  Seconded by Wendy Duren.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion by Patrick Regan to recommend the appointment of Tracy Whitney to a three-year term 

of office effective until February 2020.  Seconded by Scott Ferguson.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Discuss 2017 Thorpe Park Project / Grant Award 

Dana Young stated that the Hennepin County Youth Sports Program has awarded a $143,000 

grant to the City of Deephaven for a new restroom at the warming house and ice rink upgrades.  

He stated that, according to Councilmember Tony Jewett, who spearheaded the grant effort, 



Hennepin County awarded the grant primarily based on the restroom improvements rather than 

the rink improvements.  He stated that Councilmember Jewett and Mayor Skrede will be leading 

the efforts on the hockey rink improvements and Councilmember Carlson and the Park 

Committee will be leading efforts on the warming house / restroom improvements.   

 

He stated that the Council is intent on having construction completed by September so work on 

the project will have to move forward as quickly as possible.  He stated that it may be very 

helpful to establish a subcommittee of the Park Committee who will help direct efforts on the 

warming house / restroom project and asked if any members would be interested in serving on 

the subcommittee.  Patrick Regan, Scott Ferguson and Lindsey Carr all indicated that they would 

be interested. 

 

Wendy Duren asked if the Thorpe Park Entranceway Landscaping would be part of the overall 

grant project. 

 

Dana Young stated that he wasn’t sure at this time although the site could certainly be prepared 

by one of the contractors. 

 

Discuss Hennepin County Assistance on Mtka Blvd Bike Route 

Patrick Regan stated that he met with the Hennepin County Bicycle Coordinator to discuss the 

possibility of grant funding for a bike path along Minnetonka Blvd.  He stated that the grant 

application, which is due on March 1
st
, includes up to $20,000 in funding for a feasibility report 

and up to $100,000 for construction.  He recommended applying for the $20,000 grant for a 

feasibility report and stated that he would need a resolution of support from the Deephaven City 

Council. 

 

Kent Carlson stated that the City Council will not meet again until March 6
th

, well after the 

March 1
st
 grant deadline.  He recommended contacting the City Council about the possibility of 

holding a special council meeting to approve the resolution of support. 

 

Discuss Minnehaha Creek Watershed District Storm Water Grant for Beaches  

Patrick Regan stated that he has talked with the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District about grant 

funding for stormwater improvements at several of the city beaches.  He noted that the individual 

responsible for grants with the District has left and the position is currently waiting to be filled.  

He stated that we will have to wait until the position is filled before we can continue our 

conversations with them on potential grant opportunities. 

 

2017 Park & Beach Projects  

Dana Young stated that Concept Landscaping has completed the installation of the new 

swimming dock at Deephaven Beach and that a request for quotes has been sent out to tennis 

court contractors to obtain bids on the resurfacing and repainting of Thorpe and Village Hall 

tennis courts.  He stated that the City Council will award the bid on March 6
th

. 

 

 

 

 



Discuss Thorpe Park Entranceway Landscaping 

Dana Young stated that he had a brief conversation with members of the Cottagewood Garden 

Club about whether they would have an interest in maintaining the proposed landscaping at the 

Thorpe Park entranceway island.  He stated that they were not opposed to the idea although they 

wanted to make sure that the garden consisted mainly of perennials and that they had some input 

on what gets planted in the island.   

 

He stated that he is concerned that there really hasn’t been any significant progress made on this 

landscaping project and spring is right around the corner. 

 

Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting of the Park Committee will be held on March 7, 2017. 

 

Other 

Wendy Duren asked if any progress has been made about the Duckweed in the Thorpe Park pond. 

 

Dana Young stated that the City Council approved $1,500 in the 2017 Budget for Duckweed control but 

no other specific action has been taken.  He added that the Public Works crew is not particularly 

interested in having to apply the chemicals to the pond as their summer schedule is much too busy.  He 

stated that he would send the members an article on Duckweed for their review. 

 

The Committee thanked Jim Elvestrom for all his years of service on the Park Committee. 

 

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Jim Elvestrom, seconded by Scott Ferguson.  Motion carried 5-0.  The 

meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.                                . 


